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The Gifts That We Receive 
 At Christmas we often receive a wide variety of 
gifts.  In our family we have had the custom of a grab 
bag where people are invited to put in a gift and take 
out a gift.   It is a common part of that exchange for 
some of our family to put in an occasional gift that is 
lovingly called a ZONK.   These have included things 
like a worn-out vacuum cleaner; faces cleverly painted 
on Mr and Mrs Squash; gold-painted foam packing pea-
nuts, mixed in with real peanuts; bottles of children’s 
bubble bath; and numerous other embarrassing items. 
Yes, it is pretty silly of us to do such things.  But part of 
Christmas is having fun and enjoying one another. 
 We don’t let these gifts detract from the other gifts, 
the ones that really count.  There is the gift of a family 
circled for prayer, thanking God for the blessings we 
have through the Christ-child.  There is the gift of peo-
ple re-connecting with those relatives we only see on 
occasion.  We celebrate the gift of seeing how children 
and youth have grown in the past year.   There is the 
gift of the cards and calls from friends  both near and 
far away.   There is the gift of new hope we  receive in 

the birth of the baby Jesus in the manger.  There is the 
gift of new caring that Christ stirs up in our hearts so 
that we can give of ourselves to others. 
 For me the big question is: Will I (we) really receive 
the gift of God?  Am I receptive to the claims that God’s 
love will make upon my life in 2010?  Will I receive 
God’s direction when I want to do things my way in-
stead of listening for God’s way?   Will I be impacted by 
the force of God’s love so that I will never be the same?    
Will we as Christ’s church catch the vision for what 
God calls us to do in our community and world? 
 I invite you to join me in this prayer for the New 
Year:   O God, help me to become more receptive.  May 
I hear your voice often each day.  May I prayerfully lis-
ten for your leadership.  May I be challenged and in-
spired by the presence of your Holy Spirit.  Fill my 
heart with courage so that I will be bold to serve you.  
Fill my life with grace as I relate to those around me.  
Grant me an awareness of the unique abilities you have 
instilled within me.  Enable me to put these to use for 
your sake.  Thank you, God.  Even now, I am receiving 
your wondrous gifts.   All praise to you, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  
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From Pastor Tom 

With lots of gratitude…  
     We join in thankfulness to God for the bless-
ings of the past year.  We are very grateful for the 
faithful spirit of sharing of our members.  Thanks 
to all who helped with food boxes for the needy, 
with year end gifts to the church’s ministry, and 
with all of your support of Christian missions and 
outreach throughout the year.  Thanks to each of 
you for your continuing Christian stewardship. 
     We are thankful to all of our officers and lead-
ers for your Christian service through the church, 
and within the community.  Thanks to our Chil-
dren’s department for a great children’s Christ-
mas program.  Thanks to our Noah’s Ark Pre-
School for your great program.  Thanks to Vern 
Fryberger and our Chancel Choir for an out-
standing cantata.  Thanks to Brad Shirer and 
Jenny Allford for a great Christmas concert.  
Thanks to our Forest Street Café for great fun and 
worship. Thanks to our ushers, greeters, cooks, 
cleaner-uppers, and many other helpers in so 
many other ways. Special thanks to all of our 
church staff for all of their hard work. 
     What a blessing it has been to me and my fam-
ily to be in the Great Bend community through-
out the holiday season.   We appreciate the spirit 
of commitment we see at work in so many of 
you!  You bring an inspiration through your wit-
ness and your Christian service.  
     The Apostle Paul wrote, “How can I thank God 
enough for you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of you?”  (I Thessalo-
nians 3:9).  With faith, we recognize God’s con-
tinuing leadership.  Listen for God’s voice to you.   
Keep up the good work!  

and With Deepened Faith 
      We also start 2010 with faith in God’s continu-
ing activity.  We will start our Confirmation Class 
on Sunday, January 24, at 4:00 P.M. We welcome 
youth grades 6 and above to join us as we learn 
more about following Jesus and becoming mem-
bers of the church.  We also would welcome 
adults who would serve as mentors for the youth 
throughout the 10 week class. Let me know if you 
would like to help. 
     On January 17 we will have a great time for 
Christian fellowship with Casserole Sunday. You 
may sign up in the sanctuary to bring a dish for 
the meal that day. 
     Forest Street Café will resume at 6:00 P.M. on 
January 9, following the holiday break. Pastor 
Tom will be bringing the sermon, and we will 
have great music and a snack supper to follow. 
     We have many choices to make in 2010.  
Joshua challenged the people of God: “Choose 
this day  whom you will serve...but as for me and 
my household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 
24:15).  We can make this a year of serving God! 
     In worship times at 8:30 and 10:30 A.M. and in 
our Discovery Hour at 9:30 A.M., we can grow in 
our faith.  Consider the possibilities for your faith 
to grow if you are in church in every Sunday of 
2010!  Think of how your connection to God can 
become stronger through regular times of prayer 
each day.  Ponder how your life can become en-
riched as you study daily God’s word for you in 
the Bible.  Consider the richness of giving your-
self in 2010 to a great project or action of Chris-
tian mission.  Let God lead you forward. 
   —Pastor Tom  

We Welcome 

the New Year! 
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9:15 AM — PITTS-ROUSER 
 Host: Margaret Dumler, Parlor 
 Co-Host: Opal Reichel 
 Devotions: Ivy Webster 
 Program: Ivy Webster, “Pledge Service” 
       
1:30 PM — HOLL-FIMPLE 
 Host: Delores Steadman, Parlor 
 Co-Host: Kathleen Kennedy 
 Program: Lenore Carpenter, “Pledge Service” 
    
6:30 PM — WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE CIRCLE 
 Host: Nancy Gale, Parlor 
 Devotions: Nancy Gale 
  Program: Jann Sherman, “Pledge Service” 

United Methodist 
Women’s 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 
January 20, 2010 

UMW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday, January 6, 2010  

at 9:15 AM in the Conference Room 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Wednesday, January 6  

at 1:00 PM in the Parlor 

FUN & FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

JANUARY 17, 2010 
Second Annual Methodist  

Casserole Luncheon 
 

FEBRUARY 7, 2010 at 5:28 PM 
“Souper” Bowl Party 

 

MARCH, 2010 
Game Night following Forest Street 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2010 
Trip to Crown Uptown Theater 

“Church Basement Ladies 2” 
WORSHIP  

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sundays, 8:30 & 10:30 AM 

Saturdays, “Forest Street,” 6:00 PM 
 

DISCOVERY HOUR 
Sundays, 9:30 AM 

 

Children 
Pre-K-2nd Grades—Rm. 30 

3rd-5th Grades—Rm. 31 
Middle School &  

High School Youth 
Youth Rooms—Third Floor 

 

Adults 
Unity Class—Room 25 

UR Welcome Class—Conference Room 
Young Adult Class—Wesley Room 

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH  
ACTIVITIES 

Kids Klub  
(Pre-K-2nd Grades) 

Wednesdays, 5:30 PM 
 

Elementary Youth Group  
(3rd-5th Grades) 

Wednesdays, 5:30 PM 
 

Middle School & High School Youth 
Sundays, 6:00 PM 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

8:00 AM—12:00 Noon 
1:00-5:00 PM 

Friday 
8:00 AM—12:00 Noon 

(620) 792-2148 

HELP WANTED: The 
UMW ladies are sewing up 
a storm making baby 
quilts.  We need your 
hands.  On January 13 we 

will be meeting at 9:00 AM in Fellowship 
Hall.  Join Us!  Bring a sewing machine if you 
can, pins, scissors, white or off white thread 
or just you!  Come be a part of this exciting 
ministry. 

UMW FALL PROJECT 
“Family Crisis Center” 

Items Needed:   
Outdoor  table & chairs; cleaning supplies; 

60 & 75 Watt Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs; Disinfect-
ing Items;Laundry Baskets; Sweat Suits (all sizes); Chil-
dren’s Pajamas (all sizes); Adult T-shirts (Large to XXXL); 
New Adult & Children’s Underware (all sizes); Stereo for 
Children’s Area; Puzzles for all ages; Coloring Books; Craft 
Supplies (crayons, colored pencils, sketch books, paints, 
knitting & crocheting needles & yarns) 
Also— New & Gently Used Items —Cookware; Bake-
ware; Wok/Steamer; Heavy Duty Coffee Pot; Sewing Ma-
chine 

Deadline will be January 15 for donations! 
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$2.00 each 

WANT TO BE IN THE 
BAND? 

 At Forest Street Café on Satur-
days at 6:00 PM, we enjoy a variety of 
music, including religious and popular. 
We sing along with our three-piece band some of our fa-
vorite songs.  We share a prayer time, hear a sermon, and 
have a delicious supper together.  You are welcome to 
come and join us! 
 We are also seeking a person who would like to play 
the drums along with our band.  If you would like to try it, 
come Tuesday at 6:00 PM for rehearsal or come visit on 
Saturday! 

NEW OFFICES HOURS 
JANUARY 1, 2010 
 As of January 1, 2010, the Church Of-
fice will be closed at noon on Fridays.  Con-
nie Brockhausen, our church secretary, has 
requested to decrease her working hours by 
four hours each week and the Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee has agreed.  
 As of July 1, 2010, Terry Wiens, our 
Business Manager, will not be working on 
Fridays. 
 Neither of these staff members de-
sires to “retire” at this time, but would like 
to “play at retirement” by just cutting back 
on hours.  They feel assured that work will 
continue as usual and that they can meet all 
your needs even with the cutbacks. 
 In case of special needs, you can call 
Pastor Tom at 793-5679 or you can call him 
at church on Saturdays. 

Habitat for Humanity 
“Barton County’s Got Talent” 

Dinner-Theater Fundraiser 
 

Saturday, January 16 at 6:00 PM 
Dinner served 6:30; Show following 

Tickets: $30 each; $50 per couple 
 

Sunday, January 17 
Performance only at 2:00 PM 

Tickets: $10 each 
 

First Assembly of God Church 
601 Patton Road, Great Bend 

 

CONTACT: Linda Bunselmeyer for tickets 
at 792-2326 (home) 
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OUR STEWARDSHIP 

Sunday, December 27, 2009 

Worship Attendance—208  Forest Street Café— N/A 
Discovery Hour Attendance—31 

Year to Date Contributions to Church Budget (Dec 20)     $ 379,661 
Year to Date Budgeted for Church Budget  (Dec 20)         $ 413,550 

It is God’s desire that we become like Christ! 
Phil. 2:5: “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” 

   Praise the Lord, our Provider! 
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JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 
1-Beverly Bobbitt 
1-Lisa Whipple 
2-Pat Teel 
2-Kathryn Patterson 
3-Marjorie Garrett 
4-Christa Webster 
5-Harry McCarter 
5-Dwayne Deckert 
5-Bill Koelling 
5-AnnaLeesha Baxter 
6-Clarence Johnson 
6-April Englehardt 
7-Kay Johnson 
8-Travis Myers 
8-Jessica Ward 
8-Faren Whipple 
8-Daniel DiLoreto 
9-Kari Carper 
9-Megan Knoche 
10-Sandy Monroe 
10-Marvin Whipple 
10-Amber Brokar 

12-Ruth Lowry 
12-Barbara McPherson 
12-Larry Menzies 
12-Janis Link 
12-Brad Brack 
12-Kelli Mitchell 
13-Margaret Murray 
14-Ryan Gregg 
14-Machaela Whelan 
17-Randy Green 
17-McKinley Phillips 
18-Karen Nicholson 
18-Evelyn Mead 
19-Steven Rouser 
19-Miranda Brown 
19-Heather Ward 
20-Helen Moman 
20-Donna McAllaster 
20-Larry Gale 
20-Leslie Barrett 
20-Kaycee Smith 
22-Pat Baxter 
22-Betty Erikson 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY—JANUARY—HAPPY ANNIVERSARY                                                 

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY IS IN JANUARY 
AND YOU DO NOT SEE IT LISTED, that means we do 
not have it recorded in the church office. Please call 
792-2148!  Thank you! 

22-Dorothy Tournear 
22-Gracie Brantley 
23-Janice Schmidt 
23-Samuel Rziha 
25-Elaien Pugh 
26-Jennie Fanshier 
26-Abby Boultinghouse 
27-Jim Sickbert 
27-Jennifer Shattuck 
28-Alice Walter 
28-Greg Hinson 
28-John Carroll 
29-Fred Meek 
29-Connor Furrey 
30-Donna Knipe 
30-Darlene Blake 
30-Randy Allen 
31-Jim Fertig 
31-Megan Burnham 
 

JANUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES 
1-Larry/Aileen Bryant 
4-Stan/Betty Freeman 
9-Phillip/Kathryn Jackson 
12-Greg/Alina Hinson 
14-Rufus/Phyllis Fimple 
15-Joshua/Joni Helm 
16-Don/Nancy Carroll 
18-Doug/Dee Brown 
22-Jim/Connie Sickbert 
22-Robert/Marilyn Loss 
22-Larry/Laurie Bard 
25-H.J./Pat Baxter 
25-Bob/Doneida Baker 
25-Leonard/Luanne French 
26-Charles/Shyrlee Auston 
28-Wendale/Donna McAllaster 
29-Bill/Linda Carpenter 
30-Larry/Kay Johnson 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

NOAH’S ARK  
PRESCHOOL 
T-Shirts Are  

Still Available 
Shirts are $6.00 each 

(larger sizes  
slightly more) 

Grey, short-sleeved  
with red Noah’s Ark Logo 

Order yours today! 
Call the church office at 792-2148  

or Julie Gregg at 793-3451 
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KIDS KLUB 
Wednesdays,  
5:30-6:45 PM 

Pre-K-2nd 
Grades 

ELEMENTARY 
YOUTH 
GROUP 

Wednesdays,  
5:30-6:45 PM 

3rd-5th Grades 

YOUTH 
GROUPS 

Middle & High  
School Youth 

Sundays,  
6:00 PM 

DISCOVERY 
HOUR CLASSES 
FOR ALL AGES 

Sundays,  
9:30 AM 

Crown Uptown  
Dinner Theatre 

Sunday, April 18th  
Doors open at 4:00 

Dinner starts at 4:15 
Show starts at 5:45 

Cost: $35.00 per person 
Get your money to Elaine Felke by January 15th to re-
serve your spot!! 
     We will need 2 drivers for the vans 
If you want to drive your own car – just get your 
money to Elaine – and let her know you won’t be 
traveling on the van. 
 
Church Basement Ladies 2:  A Second Helping takes us 

from serving the high school students at the Luther 
League Banquet to a church sponsored Missionary Night 

and the rise and fall of a Viking's Super Bowl Sunday. 
From the elderly matriarch of the kitchen to the young 

mom-to-be, these women find strength in one another. As 
always, you'll laugh until your sidedish hurts with their 

hilarious antics and down-to-earth charm from within the 
church kitchen.  

Mark the Date –  
Sunday, January 17th  

After Church 
Methodist Casserole 

Luncheon 
We need 20 casseroles (9x13 pan – serve 8) for this 
event – sign-up between now and January 3rd. Sign-up 
sheets in sanctuary or call the church office. If you 
would rather, you can sign up to bring a sheet cake. 
If we meet the challenge of 20 casseroles – further de-
tails will be announced January 10th.  

Classes will begin on January 24 at 
4:00 p.m. lasting ten weeks.  If you 
are interested in joining this class, 
please call the church office at 792
-2148. 
 We are also looking for 
adults who would like to be men-
tors to our confirmation class 
members.  Please let Pastor Tom 
know if you are interested in be-
coming a mentor. 

Human Relations 
Day Offering 

Sunday, 
January 17 

CKMC:  Opal Reichel, Bob Fanshier 
Andover:  Jim Heaton, 
New Additions: Hadley Ryan Gregg, daughter of Ryan & Jennifer Gregg, born December 10 
                    Gabriel Isaiah Marcum, daughter of Chris & Ashley Marcum, born December 16 
  
Theo Bear, Scott Bobbitt, Dennis Cook, Bobbi Donner, Dee Farminer, Jim Fertig, Mary Lou Fryberger, Greta Foster, 
Jo Heaton, Bill Mead, Wanda Morse, Ellie Pearson, Sue Roberts, Sandy Smith, Elaine Taylor, Harold Walter, Ruth 
Ward 
 Earl Adams (Friend of Fertigs), Brianna Demerjian (Ruth Lowry’s niece), ), Deanne Ficken (Joel Ficken’s sister-in-
law), Phil Fox (son of Frances Fox), Denise Hayden (daughter of Leo & Bertie Lou Hayden), Kaid Wagner (great-grandson 
of Glynnese Jones), Blanche Mullinix (Bobbi Donner’s mother), Bill Mead (husband of Evelyn Mead), Floyd Clawson (Betty 
Bank’s brother), Aaron Fryberger (great-grandson of Mary Lou Fryberger and great-nephew of Vern Fryberger), Carson 
Halbower (granddaughter of Don & Pat Halbower), Shirley Goddard (Ruth Lowry’s niece), Richard Barton (father of Chad 
Barton), Ardy Mueller (son-in-law of Delbert & Betty Sloan), Lori Lamb (friend of Buzz & Betty Banks), Jenny Smith (niece 
of Charlene Engleman), Gunner Murphy (friend of Harriett Herzberg), Bill Parten (friend of Harriet Herzberg), Emmett 
Carter (Ruth Lowry’s brother), Shonna Manning & Macey Stalino (granddaughters of Wanda Morse), ), Wyatt Prall (great
-grandson of Wanda Komarek), Wiley Shaw (nephew of Betty Sloan, son-in-law of Dwight & Ruth Nicolet), Ann Asher 
(friend of Donna Knipe), Dakota Engleman (granddaughter of Max & Donna Knipe), Alex Elmore (5 year old friend of Bud 
& Delores Steadman), June Gorrell (sister of Lenore Carpenter), Janice Ulrich (niece of Danelda St. Aubyn) 
 All our men & women in the armed forces including Ethan Babcock (Wade Babcock’s brother), Jacob Hardman, 
Carrie Hicks, Andrew Henderson, Jerrod L. Hays (nephew of Lee & Duane Rouser), Kelsey Bryant (Larry & Aileen 
Bryant’s grandson), Brandon Jewell (grandson of Don & Pat Halbower), Travis Gregg, Ryan Gregg’s brother), Matt Young 
(nephew of Don & Susan Young), Graeme Rodgman (Sue Rodgman’s husband, Afghanistan), Mark Miller (Pat Stonebraker’s 
grandson), Tyler Rutledge (grandson of Delora Baldwin), Adam Watkins (nephew of Bud & Delores Steadman), Trent & 
Tara Talley (graddaughter & grandson-in-law of H.J. & Pat Baxter) 

Thank you for keeping us informed of conditions of those on our prayer list.  
Keeping our list current is greatly appreciated. 
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2010 LAY LEADERSHIP 
Chairperson Mark Calcara 

Vice-Chairperson _______________ 

Pastor Tom Sheldon 

Children’s Director Larissa Graham 

Youth Director _______________ 

Secretary Connie Brockhausen 

Treasurer Terry Wiens 

Lay Leader Sharon Jones 

Associate Lay Leader Pam Chambers 

Lay Member to Conference Barbara Lear 

Lay Member to Conference Linda Carpenter 

UMW President Clare Stephenson 

UMM President Terry Turner 

Youth Representatives Lindsay Higgins 

 Veronica Higgins 

Young Adult Representatives Wade Babcock 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Trustees Linda Carpenter 

Memorials Betty Banks 

Finance Jim Walter 

Staff-Parish Relations Randy Green 

Archives & History Dodo White 

Preschool Board Jennifer Gregg 

 

MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS 

Education Larissa Graham 

Church & Community Elaine Felke 

Missions Jim Pitts 

Worship Lori Underwood 

Welcome Team Terry Turner 

Calling & Caring Alice Walter 

Stewardship Dennis Sherman 

Creation Care Troy Schroeder 

Tech Team Carl Anderson 

Fun & Fellowship Lavonne Gerritzen 

Members at Large Jim Walter, Dale Carpenter 

 Stan Higgins, Anne Higgins 

 Robert Luthi, Rosemary Luthi 
 

If you would like to serve as a member at large on 

the Church Council, you are invited to do so!  

And, there are many opportunities to serve on the 

ministry teams listed above. 

As we serve together, we reap the rewards of 

keeping our church strong, and helping so many 

people, fulfilling our vision:  

 

First United Methodist Church will be First United Methodist Church will be 
the Body of Christ committed to:the Body of Christ committed to: 
    growing spiritually growing spiritually  
    giving compassionate love togiving compassionate love to  

                  all peopleall people 
    gracing people with radicalgracing people with radical  

                  hospitalityhospitality 
    guiding people into lovingguiding people into loving  

              relationships with God andrelationships with God and  

              his peoplehis people 

2010 MINISTRY & OPERATIONS 
 

Worship $120,829 

Our Pastor and Worship Committee provide for the life of our 

congregation. Preparing sermons, and planning for Sunday morning 

worship through God’s word, music and prayer, is a special 

dispensation of God’s grace. Our pastor extends God’s love to those 

in all manner of situations: illness, counseling, planning weddings and 

counseling the new couple, conducting funerals, bereavement, life 

transitions, discerning God’s call, Bible studies, and many more. 

 

Christian Education and Training $  49,658 

Our director and volunteers provide fellowship, teaching and mission 

involvement opportunities for our youth. Volunteers commit their 

time to providing weekly Bible study for children and adults. Bible 

materials are provided to learn God’s ways, and how to grow in our 

faith. Mission activities are provided throughout the year. Our pastor  

provides oversight and guidance to these areas. 

 

Outreach and Visitation $   3,346 

Advertising is one way we tell the community who we are, and of 

opportunities available to them. Outreach includes visitation of those 

who are first time visitors of our church, getting to know them and 

their needs, and visiting each other.  Forest Street Café reaches out to 

families with a different type of worship and fellowship. 

 

United Methodist Conference Mission and Ministry $  55,018 

Helps provide pastors to congregations; supports the administrative 

work of the Conference; supports world wide evangelism and 

missionaries; helps feed and clothe the needy; funds the camping 

ministry; sends Volunteers in Mission throughout the U.S.; provides 

for seminary scholarships and continuing education; supports thirteen 

U.M. seminaries; provides funding for Kansas Wesleyan University and 

Southwestern College, Methodist Youthville and other institutions. 

 

Programs Subtotal (Education, Outreach, & Missions    $108,022 

 

Administrative Support $  78,859 

The secretary and business administrator provide direct support for our 

pastor, youth director, teachers, committees, and members. Copiers, 

paper, postage and supplies are provided in support of all areas of the  

church. Bulletins, newsletters, and brochures are designed and printed. 

The assets of the church are safeguarded, managed, invested and  

available to the church as needed. Bills are paid in a timely manner. 

 

Facilities $  98,362 

Utilities and maintenance help provide a comfortable and beautiful 

place for worship, fellowship, learning and ministry. Our custodian 

and Trustees provide excellent care of the facility. Insurance helps  

provide a safer environment. Equipment such as piano’s, organ, kitchen 

appliances, projectors, etc., are provided for use in teaching, worship and 

fellowshipping. 

 

Our Total 2010 Ministry Budget $406,072 

 

This is a narrative picture of the proposed 2009 budget. It provides a picture of what 

is included in each area of ministry and support.   

Thank you for your support. Finance Committee 


