C LA R I ON C ONNE C T I ON
JANUARY 2022
GROW IN FAITH | SHARE IN WORSHIP | SERVE OTHERS
2123 Forest Ave.
Great Bend, KS 67530
P: (620) 792-2148

TIME WITH TIM
Happy New Year, Merry Christmas and God Bless You! (Remember, Christmas
isn’t over until Epiphany on January 6th.) I hope this newsletter finds you and
your family healthy and happy as we begin a new calendar year.

Rev. Tim Bever
(316) 841-1647

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00, 11:00 a.m.
Live-stream worship:
* 9 a.m. on YouTube
Channel GBFUMC
* 11 a.m. via
FaceBook
GBFirstUMC

I love when we start a new year because it seems like a great time to evaluate
where I’m at in life and listen to where God is calling me the next 12 months.
Many years ago I came across this list of questions that the author said to
contemplate in the new year. I found it too much to try to do them all so I cut it
down from the 31 questions he wrote to 10 that I think everyone should honestly
answer as they begin the new year. So will you join me in reading these and
answering them as we start a new year?
I ask this not just for ourselves but because in my short time here I have grown
to truly love First UMC and each one of you. I want us to grow and be healthy
so that generations not even born yet will be able to come here and worship. We
are at a point in the life of this church where I believe we can grow by leaps and
bounds to be the place in the Great Bend mission field where people know they
will be loved and cared for. It’s really all up to you.
So here are the questions for your contemplation…
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4. What one thing could you do to improve your prayer life this year?
5. What's the most important need you feel burdened to meet this year?
6. What habit would you most like to establish this year?
7. To what need or ministry will you try to give an unprecedented
amount this year?
8. If those who know you best gave you one piece of advice, what
would they say? Would they be right? What will you do about it?
9. Who do you most want to encourage this year?
10. For whose salvation will you pray most fervently this year?
Peace and grace,
Pastor Tim
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SHARE in Worship and Fellowship

JANUARY WORSHIP SERVICES
Please join us for the service of your choice each Sunday. Remember, communion is on the first
Sunday of the month for the 9 a.m. Traditional Service and every Sunday for the 11 a.m. Revive Service.
If you can’t join us in person, the Traditional Service may be found on our YouTube channel, GBFUMC, and
the Revive service is available via FaceBook/GBFirstUMC.
Note: January has a 5th Sunday when service is at 10 a.m. and includes having brunch in the Fellowship Hall.
Date

Special

Scripture

Sermon

1/2/2022

Epiphany

Matthew 2:1-12

My Great Epiphany

1/9/2022

Baptism of the Lord

Mark 1:4-11

3 Basins

1/16/2022

Galatians 5:24-6:10

Values

1/23/2022

Hebrews 9:11-14

At one ment

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

Called to serve

1/30/2022

5th Sunday

God Has a Plan for Everyone’s Life
I am really looking forward
to the New Year, January for
me has always been a time of
new beginnings. I always begin
with contemplating my vision
for how I want that year to
look. I think about who I want
to become, what I would like to
accomplish, and what new
experiences I’d like to create!
For example, this next year I
desire to learn a new language,
Spanish, to be specific! It has
always been a desire of mine to

them to know that God has a
plan for their lives, that is more
blessed than they ever believed
was possible! I’m hoping this
This time of year also has me
wonderful church will come
contemplating about what I
alongside to make such a vision
would love to see happen with
possible! Would you be
the youth here at the First
interested in helping me? If you
United Methodist Church. I
have a desire to serve the youth
desire for students to know and
in some capacity please get in
believe that God created them
touch with me. I’d love to talk
with intention, that they are
with you about that!
indeed fearfully and
wonderfully made. I’d also love
Brittani Converse
be fluent in more than one
language.

Advent
Each service during
advent a different
family would light the
advent candle and read
the corresponding
scripture for that
week’s candle, as the
Calcara family is doing
in these pictures.
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GROW in Faith — CHILDREN
2021 EYG and Kids’ Klub Christmas pageant

DELIGHTFUL PAGEANT — The 2021
Christmas Program “Christmas Cookies”
presented by the students in EYG and Kid’s
Klub included Scrooge (top right—Tyler
Scheuerman), the Ghost of Christmas Past (top
center — Jayden Howell), Becky (above —
Sidney Harbaugh), the Kids Club chorus (right).

Kids Klub & EYG
Elementary Youth Group
(3rd- 6th grade) and Kids
Klub (3yrs-2nd Grade)
meet each Wednesday
night.

Join us for family dinner
at 5:30 p.m., followed by
EYG and Kids Klub from
6-7 p.m. on the First and
Third Wednesdays each

month. And from 6-7 p.m.
on Second and Fourth (and
Fifth) Wednesdays.
It’s never too late to join!

NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL
Noah’s Ark Preschool
(NAP) will get back into
their routine as classes will
resume January 4th, after
the Christmas break.
They will be studying the
Letters: Ll, Mm, Nn, Oo;

Shape: Rectangle;
Numbers: 11, 12, 13, 14
(review 1-10); Color: Blue
and Bible Verse: “Always
seek to do good.”
Thessalonians 5:15.

charming Christmas
program for parents,
families and visitors just
before the Christmas break.

If you have any questions,
contact Julie Gregg, NAP
NAP’s students presented a director.
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SERVE Others in MINISTRY

GRISWOLDING — Tana and Mike
Newkirk added a new ministry for First
UMC this December. They would place their
“Griswold Car” in front of a residence or
business for a day for a donation of $40. The
funds, about $2,000, was raised for the
Barton County Food Bank, to help local
residents in need of food during this holiday

season and into the New Year. The project
lasted a few weeks, but it “sold out” in a day,
with more requests than they had spots.
Requests were local, although they had some
from as far away as Kansas City and Las
Vegas. They also had media coverage, from
the Great Bend Tribune and KAKE-TV.

CAROLING/CHILI COOK-OFF — Several teams went caroling to our shut-ins and
our members in care facilities this year. Then they came back to the church and joined
others for the Chili Cook-Off, which was won by the James family.

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE — Two candlelight
services were held Christmas Eve, with
159 people attending. Donations from
the two services are traditionally given
to a charitable organization or service.
This year, the farmers in/around
Paradise KS will receive help as they
recover from the December 15th
windstorm that caused fire and wind
damage (see pages 10 and 11).
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SERVE Others in MINISTRY

FOOD BOX MINISTRY — Larissa
Graham led First UMC’s annual Food Box
distribution this year. She and her helpers
purchased food, filled up bags (right), and
distributed them (above) to 68 families this
year. Families received a Christmas bag of
“dry” fixings (left), and a sack of “cold”

items, plus a bag of potatoes. Much
appreciation was shown by recipients.
Thank you to all who participated in this
ministry!

Dream Center Meal!
To round out a beautiful
serving weekend, several
members served Christmas
dinner to those at the Dream
Center, a place for people
who would otherwise not
have had a meal. In addition
to the meal, we had prayer,
fellowship, singing of carols
and each one left with a
Christmas gift of homemade
cookies and a Christmas
card. It was beautiful! In
attendance were a couple
that doesn’t have a home
and a young man, a
delightful young man, who
is working towards his
recovery! God is good all
the time, all the time God is
good!

By Sharon
Anglemyer and
Judy Turner

Anglemyer, Sonya Rein,
Terry and Judy Turner, and
Thanks to all those from
First UMC who made the
those who made UMW
evening possible by cooking cookies this year.
and/or serving: Barb Lear,
This ministry continues into
Elaine Felke, Julie Mitchell, the New Year, with the first
Kathy Riggs, Linda
time on February 20th. If you
Carpenter, Linda Essmiller, would like to help, contact
Nancy Gale, Sharon
Judy Turner.
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SHARE in Worship and Fellowship

January’s 5th Sunday Service
The January 30th 5th Sunday
service will have more than
worship, fellowship and
food.
The difference is that a
Ministry Fair will be added.
What’s a ministry fair? It’s
tables with materials,
information and sign-up
sheets for all of the First
UMC ministries. Our
ministries include the better
known ministries like
Christmas Food Boxes,

Operation Christmas Child,
Angel Tree for Kansas
Foster Children, Fellowman
International (Silent
Auction), and Dream
Center Meals.
However, there are also
ministries like Phoebe’s
Kitchen, Fruit Fillers, and
Prayer Shawl.

functions of the building or
services.
January 30th will be a time
to learn more about the
church’s ministries and how
you might grow with the
church and help with it’s
ministries.

Fifth Sunday services are at
10 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Come worship,
There are also ministries
fellowship, learn about our
within the church, serving
on various boards or helping ministries, and have brunch
with us!
with the maintenance and

New ‘Ish’ Class to Start January 9th
Starting January 9th, I
(Pastor Tim) might start to
lead an Ish class during the
Discovery Hour. (That’s
10ish between services for
those who didn’t know
that). The class is open to
those who are 25ish to
40ish, and we will
sometimes talk about a book

and sometimes scripture and
sometimes just life. The
structure will be pretty free
flowing-ish. Since I have to
do some prepish-type stuff
for Revive and greet people,
the class will start sometime
after 1st service ends and
I’ll have to leave 10:45ish.
Let me know if you’re

First UMC,

Cedar Park Place. What a
Thank you for the Christmas great surprise & blessing.
box donation. It sure helps. May God richly bless your
May you all have a Blessed lives as you have blessed
Christmas and a Happy New others.
Year!
Greg Hildebrand family
God Bless, Karen Disque
***
First UMC

***
First UMC,

Thank you for your recent
Thank you so much for
gift to Fellow Man
caroling to us when we were International Foundation.
having our family dinner at Your support is deeply

interested and I’ll get you
the first book (which I
figure you won’t actually
read but might scan it). If no
one’s interested that’s ok
too. I just wanted to make
this offer to coordinate a
time of learning if people
25ish to 40ish want it.

appreciated.
Thanks to your generosity,
we will meet our mission to
providing support and
advocacy for Fellow Man
International Mission in
Honduras that includes
supporting projects for the
people of Honduras and
educational scholarship for
the bright Honduran
students.
Marshall Stanton, president

7 pm. Bell Choir

Virtual Services at 10 am

10 am — Service in
Fellowship Hall

30
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Virtual Service at 9 am

9 am and 11 am —Services
in Sanctuary
Virtual Services at 9 & 11
7 pm. Bell Choir

23

Virtual Services at 9 & 11
7 pm Bell Choir

9 am and 11 am –Services
in Sanctuary

16

9 am and 11 am –Services
in Sanctuary
Virtual Services at 9 & 11
10ish -- Ish Class Start
7 pm Bell Choir

9

9 am and 11 am –Services
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Sun
2
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9 am Submission of
Newsletter Items
Deadline

24
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Mon
3

5:30 pm TOPS

25

5:30 pm TOPS

18

5:30 pm TOPS

11

5:30 pm TOPS
7 pm Train Club

Tue
4
NAP resumes
classes

Virtual Sunday
Services are live at
9 am on YouTube &
11 am on Facebook
(except where noted)

6 pm Kids Club/EYG —
No Meeting
6 pm Men’s/Women’s
Bible Study
7 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 p.m. Praise Band

26

1:30 pm Bible as Literature
5:30 pm MOPS
5:30 pm Kids Club/EYG
6 pm Youth Group
7 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Praise Band

19

6 pm Kids Club/EYG
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6 pm Core Community
7 pm NA

20

6 pm Core Community
7 pm NA

13

6 pm Core Community
7 pm NA

1:30 pm Bible as Literature
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12

Thu
6

Wed
5

28

21

14

Fri
7

29

22

15

Sat
1/8

First United Methodist Church — January 2022
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CELEBRATIONS AND PRAYER CONCERNS
20 Larry Gale
20 Kaycee Smith
22 Betty Erikson
JANUARY

23 Janice Schmidt

2 Easton Stalcup

27 Jim Sickbert

3 Avery Vonada

28 Merle Evers

5 Bill Koelling

28 Greg Hinson

6 Jack Yarmer

28 Alice Walter

10 Rylee Yarmer

29 Connor Furrey

12 Janis Link

30 Donna Knipe

12 Brad Brack

31 Megan Burnham

Thank you for the use of the
meeting room for TOPS meeting. Have a wonderful New
Year.
from the TOPS group
***
UMW,
Thank you for the wonderful
cookies you provided this year.
From the shut-ins, the FUMC
staff, and all the others you
blessed with your 50-dozen-plus
cookies this year.

JANUARY
15 Jason & Kristen Yarmer
22 Robert & Marilyn Loss
27 Leonard & Luanne French
29 William & Linda Carpenter

WE REMEMBER THESE Facilities or Are HomeIN OUR PRAYERS:
bound: (River Bend) Carol
Thier; (Brookdale) Eugene
The family of Mary Ulrich
Hoelscher, Eileen Ingersoll
(Imogene Christiansen’s
and Ivy Webster; (Aster
Estates) Pat Stonebraker,
daughter)
(other facilities) Betty
All Those Who Are Involved
Edwards, Dodge City; Jim
in Cancer Treatment and
Sickbert, Wichita; Roberta
Recovery: Kathy Rogers,
Bartlett, Larned; Frances
Nadine Erskin, Cindy
Pearson, Wichita; Myrla
Biehler (Karen Menzies’
Keenan, Hoisington; Chuck
niece), Stephanie
Parmer, Hutchinson; Minnie
Kaiser (friend of Janis
Bisbee, Wichita; and Greta
Link), Imogene Christiansen’s
Foster; homebound,
daughter Dana, Suzie
LaDonna Lytle.
Evans – (Sharon Anglemyer’s
Military Service: All our
friend), Shannon King and
men & women in the armed
Marla Davidson .
forces including Bryan
All Those Who Reside in
Farthing
Nursing Homes/Care
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SHARE in FELLOWSHIP — United Methodist Women
UMW Would Like Your Help to ‘Stuff the Box’
United Methodist Women
will be sponsoring a “Stuff
the Box” campaign to
provide supplies for Noah’s
Ark Preschool (NAP).

NAP is serving 70+
youngsters and we need to
support the school as much as
we can. Watch your bulletins
and newsletters to find out
what is needed each month.

On the third Sunday in
For the month of January
January, February, March
and April UMW will let you — snacks (crackers and
know NAP’s monthly needs. cookies — NOT the

individually wrapped ones,
please) and construction
paper (packets of all the same
color — you can purchase at
Walmart).
Boxes will be at the elevator
entrance and west door.
Thanks for helping with this
Mission Project!

A Big Thank You to all the bakers and to the
UMW was able to make and deliver more than 50 Christmas Cookie Elves for packaging and
plates for shut-ins and those who’ve lost a loved delivering the 50+ cookie sacks: Nancy Carrol
one this year. They had enough extra cookies to (head elf), Judy Turner, Jann Sherman, Vivian
Evers, Katheryn Kennedy, Rhonda Phillips, Linda
provide cookies for EYG/Kids Klub, MOPS,
Essmiller, Rebecca Peak, LaVonne Gerritzen,
Phoebe’s Kitchen, Core, and the Dream Center.
Larissa Graham and Doug Fuhr.

COOKIE PLATES PROJECT —

UMW Needs More T-shirts to make Jump Ropes
The UMW will be continuing
their jump rope making in the
spring. They plan to make
about 78 more jump ropes to
present to Noah’s Ark
Preschool’s children. UMW
will be making them in April
2022 to give the kids when
they leave for summer.

To make that many, they will
need more t-shirts. If you
would like to donate t-shirts
(rips and stains don’t matter!),
you may bring the shirts to the
church office.
For more information contact
LaVonne Gerritzen.

JANUARY MEETINGS:
∗

No Board Meeting

∗

No Walter-Evers Meeting

∗

No Wednesday Night
Alive Meeting.
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SERVE OTHERS in MINISTRY

photos courtesy of
Portraits by Shane
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SERVE OTHERS in MINISTRY

BIG DONATION AFTER BIG WIND — Donations from our
Christmas Eve services were used to help farmers who were impacted
from what the National Weather Service called “a record-breaking, and
historic, wind event” of December 15th. According to reports,
approximately 366,000 acres burned in Ellis, Osborne, Rooks, and
Russell counties. Farmers lost fencing, as well as cattle, barns, other
outbuildings, and homes. One farm family was left with the clothes
they were wearing, a small outbuilding and a few cattle, having lost
their home, barns, outbuildings and cattle, one person reported.
Our donations of $2,015.25 were used to buy barbed wire, fence posts,
water hose, and gloves, all items not usually covered by insurance but
needed to help get farms back into operation. A cash donation of $750,
received after the Christmas Eve services, was also sent to help with
needed supplies.
Larry Gale headed the team, which included Bill Carpenter, Lexi
Deines, Kaden Deines, and Shane Boultinghouse, which worked the last
week of December to obtain the items and take them to the Paradise
United Methodist Church, which is serving as a staging area for donated
supplies.

First United Methodist Church
2123 Forest
Great Bend, KS 67530

P: (620) 792-2148

www.GBFUMC.org
FaceBook.com/GBFirstUMC
Contact the office to receive this newsletter by email or find it on the website, www.GBFUMC.org.

Contact us:
WEEKLY EVENTS @ FUMC!

SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Discovery Hour
11:00 a.m. REVIVE
Virtual Worship Services:
• 9:00 a.m. on YouTube channel GBFUMC
• 11:00 a.m. on FaceBook/GBFirstUMC

Pastor, Tim Bever
tim@gbfumc.org
Youth Coordinator, Brittani Converse
youth@gbfumc.org
Children’s Director, Larissa Graham
grahaml@bartonccc.edu
Office Manager, Nicole Johnson
finance@gbfumc.org
Secretary, Rebecca Peak
secretary@gbfumc.org

Small groups that meet during the week are
CORE Community, Girl Scouts, NA, TOPS
and the Train Club.

Coordinator of Worship Arts, Marc Webster
kmsband@yahoo.com
Noah’s Ark Preschool Director, Julie Gregg
620-793-3451
Custodian, Marc Webster
custodian@gbfumc.org

