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GROW IN FAITH | SHARE IN WORSHIP | SERVE OTHERS
2123 Forest Ave.

Time With Tim

Great Bend, KS 67530
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Rev. Tim Bever
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00, 11:00 a.m.
Live-stream worship:
* 9 a.m. on YouTube
Channel GBFUMC
* 11 a.m. via
FaceBook
GBFirstUMC
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I love September in the church. It is a time of renewing contact with people we
didn’t see so much over the summer. And it is a time when we start some of our
ministries back up in the church. For instance, our Kids Klub, EYG, and Youth
Group are all back up and running. Fruit Fillers starts back up making sure kids
in our community that have a need get some fresh fruit each week. Noah’s Ark is
back in full swing. We now have an opportunity for Middle School and High
School youth to go to Sunday School. We have invitation campaigns and
stewardship campaigns and will try to fit a whole bunch of things in before we
get to the holiday things later in the year. September is a month of reflection and
growth in the church.
It’s also a good time to slow down and look at our church and notice
some changes. We are consistently having about 120 people at our worship
services. I started to say in the building for worship but at Revive we are going to
start meeting outside the building some 2nd Sundays beginning in October. We’ll
worship in parks or somewhere outside and sometimes do a service project after.
Of course this isn’t limited to those who regularly attend Revive. It will just be in
that time slot. In October, we’re all very excited about worshiping at and then
helping clean up around the Zoo. We’ll have jobs for all levels of help.
We continue to see first time families and individuals, families and
individuals that are back, and even a couple of people whose family attended a
couple generations ago and now they are becoming regulars.
Supporting ministries from the community, MOPS has started back up,
CORE is going stronger than ever, we have a group from KSCL Healthy
Families (they help teach good parenting skills to keep kids out of the foster
system) that uses our building quarterly now and perhaps monthly in the future.
We still have NA meeting here, the train club uses our building, and a few others
I’m sure I’m forgetting. And of course we are still providing Dream Center
meals.
One of the reasons I wanted to share all this again is that sometimes we
get in our little silos in the church and we don’t really realize all that’s
happening. We don’t realize how much bigger and better worship is getting. We
don’t realize how much our building means to our community. Sure it’s beautiful
and the trustees have done some amazing things this past year with everyone’s
help. But we really are growing both in numbers and serving the Great Bend
mission field.
Every couple of months I think it is important to ask, if our church ceased
to exist tomorrow, would it matter in this community. I truly believe that answer
changes as “seasons” ebb and flow. Sometimes it is a more empathic yes than
others. And right now, I believe it is a very resounding yes and that GB First
UMC, with all our differences, is a major factor in Great Bend being the
wonderful city that it is.
— Continued on Page 2 —
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SHARE in Worship

September WORSHIP SERVICES
Please come worship with us at the service of your choice each Sunday:
Traditional at 9 a.m. and Revive at 11 a.m.
♦

September 4

♦

September 11

John 20:19-30

Catch Your Breath in Times of Fear

♦

September 18 Back-To-Church Sunday John10:22-30

Catch Your Breath in Times of Doubt

♦

September 25

∗

First UMC has communion on the first Sunday of the month for the Traditional Service and every Sunday
during the Revive Service.
If you can’t worship with us in person, the Traditional Service may be found on our YouTube channel,
GBFUMC, and the Revive service is available via FaceBook/GBFirstUMC.

∗

Labor Day Sunday

Matthew 3:16-17

Talking Animals: Doves

UWF Sunday/Stewardship

Dennis Sherman

August

Sarah Schwartz Joins Office Staff
First UMC welcomes Sarah activities
Schwartz to our office staff. offered
there.
She is our new treasurer.
A Great Bend resident most
of her life, Sarah is married
and the mother of three
“strong willed children.”
Sarah enjoys taking trips to
the library with her kids to
enjoy the many fun

Her
favorite
bible verse
is Jeremiah
29:11.
Please welcome Sarah when
you see her.

Attendance
9:00 11:00

TTL

7—

54

36

90

14 —

56

60

116

21 —

78

45

123

28 —

71

55

126

These numbers are for who
attended in the sanctuary.

Jews or Gentiles, slaves or free people. We
were all given the same Spirit to drink. So
the body is not made up of just one part. It
— Continued from Page 1
has many parts”
In 1 Corinthians 12 it says, “There is
I hope we can all remember that as
one body, but it has many parts. But all its we continue to serve God and the Great
many parts make up one body. It is the
Bend mission field into the future.
same with Christ. We were all baptized by
Peace and grace,
one Holy Spirit. And so we are formed into
Pastor Tim
one body. It didn’t matter whether we were

Time With Tim
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GROW in Faith — SHARING
Youth Group to Journey Through New Season of Life
I cannot believe that we
started youth group again
almost a month ago, time
flies! The youth have
officially met for weeks now
and what a joy it has been.
August was a month full of
new beginnings and back to
school craziness; it was both
exciting and exhausting. I
am personally looking
forward to having more of a
rhythm this September.
I am so stoked to teach the
topics we are going to cover
this month. We will spend
time discussing the
importance of Scripture,
alongside key stories found
in Genesis.
Our Lesson on friendship
should finally be wrapped
up. I am praying that
students will store the
material in their hearts,
understanding that God is
the perfect friend. I also
pray that they know Jesus
serves as the perfect
example of a godly friend.

Helping students
understand
Scripture and apply
its truth to their
lives, is really my
passion.

The students within
my group are such
deep thinkers, that
there is never a lack of
discussion. Often their
perspectives are so
exceptional and informed, I
get excited to ask them what
they understand from the
biblical text. My prayer is
With our new series this
that the students will come
month, students will
discover a newfound respect to love and appreciate God’s
written Word more this year.
of Scripture and its
credibility alongside key
On another more random
elements in Genesis.
note, I have included
pictures from our kickoff
Getting the chance to lead
event.
We played Throw
students through Scripture is
Throw Burrito Extreme
a blessing like none other.
Edition! Unfortunately, my
Scripture never becomes
pictures cannot capture the
boring, old, or irrelevant.
intensity of the game, or the

insane amounts of fun
experienced during it.
Regardless of that
limitation, you can still see
the action and determination
of our students. Tyler was
the winner of the burrito
battle, and he won the “Fear
Me” badge. The question
still remains, can Sydney
challenge Tyler to a second
round and claim the title of
winner herself?
***

Youth Group includes those
in grades 7-12

Brittani Converse,
Youth Director

Starting This
Month:
High School Bible
Study at 4 p.m. in
the Youth Room
First Meeting:
September 4th
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GROW in Faith — SHARING
EYG Kicks Off Fall with Ice Cream Sundae for All

Summer Fun ended
with water games!!
Larissa Graham,
Children’s Ministries
Vivian Harbaugh,
EYG Teacher

EYG started off the Fall
semester by making a 10’
banana split and eating it
with the help of the Mid
High youth group and Kids
Club.
Over the next few weeks,
EYG (children 3rd thru 6th
grade) will be reviewing and
studying how to use and
look up verses in their
Bibles; as well as how to
apply what they learn in
their daily lives.
Vivian Harbaugh is the EYG
teacher. “We’d love to have
your child/children in our
group.”
If you have any questions
about EYG, contact Vivian.

***
Kids Klub is for children age
3 years and up to 2nd Grade.
They meet with Larissa
Graham.
***
from 6-7:00 p.m. for bible
study, class and activities.
Both groups meet
Wednesdays at 5:30 in the
It’s never too late
Fellowship Hall to eat and
to join!
then go to their classrooms

Back to Church Sunday Includes Full Day of Activities
Join your First family for a
Back to Church BBQ at 4
p.m. on Sunday, September
18. The event will take place
on the South Lawn near the
playground … just look for
the bounce houses!
Hamburgers and hotdogs
will be provided! Sign-up

sheets for
people to
bring
side
dishes are located in the
back of the sanctuary, as
well as sign-up sheets for
volunteers to help with
cooking, serving, clean-up,
etc.

The only question is... Who
will you invite to join you?!
And don’t forget to come to
church during regular
worship service times (9
a.m. and 11 a.m.). Pastor
Tim’s sermon will be “Catch
Your Breath in Times of
Doubt”.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study Resumes with Study of Daniel
Melanie Calcara’s
Wednesday Morning Bible
Study will resume weekly
meetings September 21st,

study by Beth
Moore, an
American
evangelist.

The study will focus on the
book of Daniel, using a

Anyone
interested in

joining the bible study
should contact Melanie.
The bible study will meet at
9:30 a.m. on Wednesday
mornings in room 25.
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GROW in Faith — MISSION

Serving Big at Dream Center Meal
More meals were served at
the Dream Center on
Sunday, August 21, than in
recent memory!
All that was possible thanks
to the generous quantities of
food supplied by Vivian
and Mike Harbaugh,
LaVonne Gerritzen, Pat
Hinson, Rosie Luthi, Reta and Terry and Judy Turner
Schreiber, Kaitlin Sill and kept the food line moving
and we were asked when
Alice Walter.
we would be back!!
Larissa Graham, Janis Link
Please consider helping in

October. The need is there.
***
Contact Judy Turner if
you’d like to help on
October 16th.

Mark Your Calendars Now To Be at First UMC on June 25, 2023
Plans for our 150th
Anniversary are moving
along!

We’ll be replacing the items
in the cornerstone with
things for people to open in
another 50 years!

PIECE OF OUR HISTORY

“The settlers were still very
poor in 1876, gathering fuel
for cooking and warmth
Put June 25, 2023, on your
from the chips of the
calendar as a day to spend at The 150th Committee will
the church. The planning
meet again September 21st at prairies, but they were asked
for money for benevolences
committee is planning to
5 p.m. in the conference
room. Anyone who would
and responded generously.
have one service that day,
Their daring faith set the
followed by a picnic and the like to help with the
opening of the Historical
planning is invited to attend. foundation for building the
Corner Stone.
church in Great Bend.”
***

Submit memories
&/or memorabilia
of the history of
our church!

Looking for Acolytes, Liturgists, Other Volunteers for Sunday Mornings
Any one who would like to
be a acolyte or liturgist for
the Traditional Service on
Sunday morning should sign
up on the forms at the back
of the sanctuary.
New acolytes will need a
little instruction with Pastor
Tim prior to their first time
helping with service.

Liturgists are emailed a copy
of the Order of Worship a
few days before the Sunday
service so that they many
familiarize themselves with
the scriptures and other
passages they’ll be reading.

***

Other volunteer
opportunities for Sunday
morning services include
Greeters (both services),
Ushers (first service), and
Weekly Coffee Hosts &
If you have any questions
Clean-Up Crew (between
about either position, contact services). Sign-up in the
the church office or Pastor
back of the sanctuary or call
Tim.
the church office.

&
OTHERS
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SERVE Others

Another fun year of
serving with my
First UMC church
family to provide
meals for the Barton
Community College
athletes that come to
campus early
(before the school
food service is
available) to
practice. Thanks for
everyone’s help —
to prepare the meal,
serve it, or pray for
us! We even had
two young Bauer
boys helping serve
brownies!

Copy and photos courtesy
of Larissa Graham

Providing Food for BCC Athletes
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GROW in Faith — MISSION
Blessing of the Backpacks

Blessings Said and Bibles Distributed

On Blessing of the Backpacks Sunday,
many students came with their backpacks
to receive blessings, plus there were 15
backpacks (filled with school items by
members of the congregation) that were

blessed and then donated to Noah’s Ark
Preschool.
In addition to blessing school supplies,
teachers, students, staff and facilities,
Brock Bauer received his 3rd grade bible.

MOPS Meets First and Third Wednesdays
MOPS (Mothers of PreSchoolers) kicked off this
year with enrollment night
on August 31st.

If you missed enrollment
night, you may still join.
Just come to the next
meeting.

cook and enjoy an honest
conversation with other
moms in your same stage
of life. You’ll hear
engaging speakers and
The group will meet on the MOPS is an international complete some fun creative
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of organization whose goal is activities all while your
to support and encourage
little ones are lovingly
each month from now
mothers.
It
is
a
place
you
cared for in the nursery or
through May in Fellowship
can
have
a
meal
you
didn't
elementary youth group.
Hall of First UMC.

Church/UWF Benefit from Congregation’s Purchases at Dillons
You can help support our
church and the United
Women of Faith by buying
groceries.

Dillons Community
Rewards program and
receive a check monthly
from Dillons.

For several years, First
UMC and the UWF have
been set up as part of the

To be a part of this
program, visit:

https://www.dillons.com/i/
community/communityrewards
and follow the directions.
Great Bend First UMC
number is: GW482

MOPS meets
at 5:30 p.m. on the
1st and 3rd Wednesdays
of each month
In Fellowship Hall.
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GROW in FAITH — CHILDREN & MISSION
Noah’s Ark Preschool Students Begin New Learning Adventures
Noah’s Ark Preschool
students returned to class in
mid-August. They are
learning the letters A-E, the
numbers 1-5, the color red
and the shape – Circle. They
are also learning to use
markers and colors, as well
as scissors and other tools.
Their September memory
verse is “Only have one
God”.
Monthly children will be
tested and get a prize from
the prize box if they can
remember one (or any part
of) of the 10 commandments
(they will do one each
month) or even part of it.
Kaylee Bitter,
NAP Director

Fall school pictures will be
taken Tuesday, September

20th, and Wednesday,
September 21st. Portraits by
Shane will be taking the
pictures. Individual and
class pictures will be taken.
A new communication/
payment tool —
Brightwheel — has been
implemented this year,

making keeping up with
each child’s progress,
paying tuition, receiving
information and
communicating with
teachers easier.
If you have any questions
about the preschool, contact
Kaylee Bitter, NAP director.

Operation Christmas Child

Let’s Gather Lots of Useful, Fun Items for Shoeboxes
Ideas for OCC Shoeboxes Toys: Small cars, small
balls, small stuffed animals,
Hygiene Products: Bar
small
dolls, harmonicas/
soap, washcloths,
toothbrushes, combs, socks, whistles, playdough and
plastic cutters, play jewelry,
underwear/t-shirts
or yo-yos.
Other items: Hairclips/
Remember, NO LIQUIDS,
ponytail holders, hats/
TOOTHPASTE, CANDY,
gloves, sunglasses, ball
WAR TOYS, KNIVES,
caps/bandanas/scarves
CAMOUFLAGE ITEMS,
The United Women of Faith
School
supplies:
Pencil
OR BREAKABLES, please!
will sponsor a workshop in
sharpeners, pencils/pens,
October to make t-shirt
Thanks to everyone who
eraser tops, stickers,
jump ropes for the boxes.
crayons, markers, scissors, helps with this project,
So watch the next Clarion
paper, glue sticks, coloring whether this is your first or
and bulletins for the date
umpteenth time!
books
and time of the workshop.
Our empty shoeboxes
arrived the other day! They
will be passed out in a few
weeks; but in the mean time,
you can start collecting fun
little things to fill the boxes.
When you go shopping, look
for items like those listed
below.

Contact
Jann Sherman
if you have
questions.

6 pm Community Choir
6:30 pm NA

6 pm Community Choir
6 pm Girl Scouts
6:30 pm NA

9 am on YouTube &
11 am on Facebook
4 pm Bell Choir
4 pm HS Bible Study

9 am and 11 am –
Services in Sanctuary

6 pm Community Choir
6:30 pm NA

25 UWF Sunday 26

9 am and 11 am –
Services in Sanctuary
9 am YouTube & 11 FB
4 pm Bell Choir
4 pm HS Bible Study

18 Back-to19
Church Sunday

9 am on YouTube &
11 am on Facebook
4 pm Bell Choir
4 pm HS Bible Study

9 am and 11 am –
Services in Sanctuary

12

11

Office Closed
No Preschool

9 am and 11 am –
Services in Sanctuary

6:30 pm NA

5 Labor Day

4

9 am on YouTube &
11 am on Facebook
4 pm High School Bible
Study

Mon

Sun

5:30 pm TOPS

27

5:30 pm TOPS

20

5:30 pm TOPS

13

5:30 pm TOPS
7 pm Train Club

6

Tue

9:30 am Bible Study
5:30 pm Kids Klub/EYG
5:30 pm Youth Group
6:30 pm Chancel Singers
7 pm Girl Scouts
7:30 pm Praise Band

28

9:30 am Bible Study
1:30 UWF Circle
5 pm 150th Anniversary Comm.
5:30 pm Kids Klub/EYG
5:30 MOPS
5:30 pm Youth Group
6:30 pm Chancel Singers
7:30 pm Praise Band

21

9-4 Conference Room busy
5:30 pm Kids Klub/EYG
5:30 pm Youth Group
6:30 pm Chancel Singers
7 pm Girl Scouts
7:30 pm Praise Band

14

11 am UWF Admin. Board
5:30 pm Kids Club/EYG
5:30 pm MOPS
5:30 pm Youth Group
6:30 pm Chancel Singers
7:30 pm Praise Band

7

Wed

29

9 am Newsletter Items
Deadline
4:30 pm Trustees
5:30 pm CORE Community
7 pm NA

22

5:30 pm CORE Community
6:30 Finance Committee
7 pm NA

15

5:30 pm CORE Community
7 pm NA

8

7 pm NA

Thu
1

30

23

16

9

Fri
2

24

17

10

Fellowship
Hall busy 1-3
p.m.

Sat
3

First United Methodist Church — September 2022
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SHARE in Worship — CELEBRATIONS & PRAYER CONCERNS
24 Shawndra Harbaugh

September Birthdays 12 Mary Joiner**
3 Aaron Carpenter

13 Jim Ireland

26 Kolby Burnham

4 Margaret Bartholomew

13 Karen Garrett

26 Rhonda Penka

7 Michael Allison

13 Nolan Barton

27 Elizabeth Evans

7 Tammie Buckbee

13 Courtney Barton

27 Marc Webster

**Mary Joiner**

7 Kaden Deines

16 Brooks Calcara

28 Lisa Baum

Turns 100 this year!
Please shower
her with cards

8 Ali Rein

17 Shirley Henning

29 Tristian Unruh

9 Alexander Barton

18 Larissa Graham

30 Charlene Engleman

10 Rhonda Phillips

24 Randall Fanshier

September Anniversaries
1 Rod & Charlene Engleman
4 Frank & Shannon Deines III
6 Michael & Sonja Yarmer

15 Merle & Vivian Evers
20 Ryan & Ashlea Noonan
22 Max & Donna Knipe

WE REMEMBER THESE IN OUR PRAYERS:
All Those Who are
Involved in Cancer
treatment and recovery:

Care Facilities or are
home-bound: (River
Bend) Carol Thier:
Leonard Bunselmeyer,
(Brookdale) Eugene
Lisa Baum, Kathy Rogers, Hoelscher, Harriet
Nadine Erskin, Dana
Herzberg, Eileen Ingersoll,
Cheney, Suzie Evans,
Mary Joiner, and Ivy
Shannon King, Marla
Webster; (Aster
Davidson, All Those Who Estates) Pat Stonebraker
Reside in Nursing Homes/ and Claire Stephenson;

(other facilities) Roberta
Bartlett, Larned; Frances
Pearson, Wichita; Myrla
Keenan, Hoisington, and
Chuck Parmer, Larned.
All Those Serving Our
Country in the Military:
All our men & women in the
armed forces including
Bryan Farthing.

CONTINUE TO KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS:
Please continue to pray for Lisa Armstrong, with Fellow Man International, and her
family. Lisa’s mother, Jean Anne Converse Armstrong, 84, passed away August 15 in
Chanute KS.
While First UMC has helped Lisa Armstrong with Fellow Man International for many
years, some may not know that Lisa’s mother grew up in our church as her parents,
Harvey and Marcile Converse, were members of our church from 1937 until they passed
away in 2006 and 2001, respectively. The Converses farmed near Pawnee Rock
(Converse apple orchard).
Jean graduated from Great Bend High School in 1955, and she and her husband, Willis
“Bill” Armstrong, Jr., were married in our church in 1962.
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SERVE Others — MISSION
Scholarship Winners Express Appreciation
Dear Scholarship Donor,

of Optometry. I am starting
my second year of the O.D.
(Doctor of Optometry)
program. I have absolutely
loved it.

Thank you for your
generosity! I am sincerely
honored to have been
selected as the recipient of
the Clifford and Pauline
Thank you so much for your
Getz Scholarship. Receiving support!
this scholarship is helping
Best wishes,
me gain the education I need
Ashti Het
t
in order to pursue my dream
***
of becoming a dentist.
I have completed all my pre- Thank you for allotting me
this Scholarship, I am truly
requisite classes and being
the Dental Hygiene Program grateful for this as it’s a
at the University of Missouri large help in starting my
college career.
Kansas City this Fall.

upcoming fall semester. I am
going to be taking many of
the science classes directly
related to my major.
This is the first semester
with many of the COVID-19
restrictions lifted at KU! It
is finally starting to feel like
normal again.
In addition, I am currently
working on applying to
medical school in the hopes
of beginning in fall of 2023.

My end goal is to attend the
University of Kansas School
of Medicine and earn an
Thank you, M.D. degree.
Thank you again!
Bradle Hein
I know I would not be able
Sincerely,
***
to accomplish any of this
Ashly Harbaug
Dear First United Methodist without your prayers and
***
Church, I have received the support. It is a huge relief
Hello!
knowing I have my
H.H. and Jennie Kopke
community behind me. I
Thank you so much for your Scholarship for 2022-2023
school year. I am attending greatly appreciate your help
continuous support. I truly
and I cannot thank you
the University of Kansas,
come from the best
enough for your generosity.
pursuing a degree in
community ever. … I am
Microbiology Pre-Med. ...
attending the University of
Thank You and God Bless,
Missouri St. Louis College
Luk Manet
I am super excited for this

Barton Bus — Sunday Morning Volunteer(s) Needed
We have had some interest in
establishing a Sunday
morning van route to Barton
Community College to
transport students to worship
at First UMC.

If you are
interested in
volunteering
to drive a
church van
on Sunday mornings and
create relationships with

these young adults, please
contact the church office.
We have some logistics to
work out, but first, we need
to confirm at least one or two
volunteer drivers!

First United Methodist Church
2123 Forest
Great Bend, KS 67530

P: (620) 792-2148

www.GBFUMC.org
FaceBook.com/GBFirstUMC
Contact the office to receive this newsletter by email or find it on the website, www.GBFUMC.org.

Contact us:
WEEKLY EVENTS @ FUMC!

SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Discovery Hour
11:00 a.m. REVIVE
Virtual Worship Services:
• 9:00 a.m. on YouTube channel GBFUMC
• 11:00 a.m. on FaceBook/GBFirstUMC

Small groups that meet during the week are
CORE Community, Girl Scouts, NA, TOPS
and the Train Club.

Pastor, Tim Bever
tim@gbfumc.org
Youth Director, Brittani Converse
youth@gbfumc.org
Children’s Director, Larissa Graham
grahaml@bartonccc.edu
Treasurer, Sarah Schwartz
finance@gbfumc.org
Secretary, Rebecca Peak
secretary@gbfumc.org
Coordinator of Worship Arts, Marc Webster
kmsband@yahoo.com
Revive Worship Leader, James Frazier
revive@gbfumc.org
Noah’s Ark Preschool Director, Kaylee Bitter
NAPdirector@gbfumc.org
Custodian, Marc Webster
custodian@gbfumc.org

