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Time With Tim

October is upon us! Soon the weather will be cooling off and the holiday
season will be upon us. But you know what won’t be cooling off? First UMC
and our love for God and Community! In fact, this month is filled with so many
activities it’s hard to remember them all, so be sure and update your calendar
from the church one or post it on your fridge or however you remember what’s
going on.

That’s one of the things I love most about our First Family; we are family
and show our Christianity as such. Even though we have people in our church of
all kinds of beliefs about political stuff, and social justice stuff, and even how we
understand, relate to, and translate scripture, we are still family and work
together for the betterment of each other and the Great Bend mission field.

Some of you know that there are some United Methodist Churches that have
chosen to disaffiliate from the denomination. That means they are leaving the
UMC. While I won’t go into great detail here (but I’ll gladly talk to you about
the topic if you like) I will say that those churches, in my opinion, are not near as
cool as ours. Not because they are leaving, but because they don’t have the
diversity that we do. They all see things exactly the same way. I honestly believe
that having diversity in our church makes us VERY Christian.

Just look at the disciples! They jockeyed for power and position. They
argued about whether to let kids near, whether the woman should anoint Jesus,
pretty much every topic that came up. Except, of course, for the fact that Jesus
was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. That was enough for them. And they
learned and grew from each other’s background and differences.

And really for four fisherman, a tax collector, a zealot, a thief, and I forget
the rest, they did pretty good getting along. Because they had a glue that held
them together. The main thing. Jesus Christ and his message of Love God, love
neighbor, and love your enemy. Once Jesus gave himself up and was resurrected
they seemed to get it more but still, there was arguing among them.

And according to Paul and his letters and teachings, it seems that the
churches had the same kind of issues as us. So what did he say, among other
things? Things like, keep meeting together in Ephesians, and don’t cause others
to stumble or turn away in Romans.

Look at all the ministries being done in this church in October (they
are all in this newsletter) and you make the decision. Are we currently relevant
and vital to the Great Bend mission field as First United Methodist Church? I’d
have to say, “Yep, and will be for another 150 years.” .

Peace and grace,
Pastor Tim
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Oct. 2 World Communion

Oct. 9

Oct 16 Children's Sabbath

Oct 23

Oct 30 5" Sunday

during the Reviv
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OCTOBER WORSHIP SERVICES

Please come worship with us at the service of your choice each Sunday:
Traditional at 9 a.m. and Revive at 11 a.m.

e Service.

Luke 24:28-35
Luke 14:12-14

Psalm 23
Genesis 18:1-15
1 Corinthians 1:3-7

Revelation @ the Table
Look Who's Coming to Dinner!
REVIVE WILD WORSHIP!
Enemies @ the Table (Noah's Ark 2nd Service)
Laughter @ the Table
Thank you and Happy Birthday!
Biggest Birthday Party Ever

First UMC has communion on the first Sunday of the month for the Traditional Service and every Sunday

If you can’t worship with us in person, the Traditional Service may be found on our YouTube channel,

GBFUMC, and the Revive service is available via FaceBook/GBFirstUMC.

Fifth Sundays, like October 30", have one service, a 10 a.m. worship service combined with brunch.

5Ih\\

Sunday
Fellow ship

5t Sunday Birthday Party

Fifth Sunday will have a
party theme this month. Set
for 10 a.m. on October 30",
the morning’s activities will
feature celebrating the lives
of all those in our
congregation that are 80 to
106. Along with Worship,
there will be a pancake
breakfast, cake and a special
gift for all our members in
their 80s, 90s and 100s.

September
If you received a birthday Attendance
initiation, please RSVP to 9:00 11:00 TTL
the church office
by October 14™ 4— 39 25 64
with the number 11 — 43 33 76
attending — you \
are encouraged to — =4 18— 354 43 97
invite your family to join 25— 61 55 116
you! These numbers are for who
Everyone is invited to come attended in the sanctuary.
enjoy worship, food and

fellowship!

(Gilclrtiie
PHURCH

Larissa Graham,
Children’s Ministries

Children’s Church Finishes Construction Series

Children, join Larissa for
Children’s Church right after
the Children’s Time in both
Church Services.

Oct 2: Right on Schedule. It
may take time but God will
build us into a person more
like Jesus.

Oct 9: Welcome home Oct 23: Making Birthday
(ending our construction gifts and cards for the
series): God wants to give us Biggest Birthday Party.

all a home in heaven. Oct 30: Fifth Sunday

Oct 16: Slimed: Lying worship/brunch/birthday
Slime. God sees our dishon- party celebration at 10 a.m.
esty so why is it important to in Fellowship Hall.

be honest. Clear slime.
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Youth Group to Journey Through New Season of Life

October is here, how crazy
is that? Now all the candy
and decorations that have
been out for weeks, make
total sense.

It genuinely surprises me
how soon they break out the
candy and decorations for
the spooky season.

Pumpkins, apple cider, and
spiders, as far as the eye can
see, what a joyous time of
the year.

As a youth leader a good
majority of September was
spent, organizing and
brainstorming ideas for
October. I am approaching
this month with loads of
excitement. Last month our
students learned about a
variety of truths gleaned
from the book of Genesis.

This month is a little
different, we will be tackling
some difficult topics both in
Sunday School and in youth
group. Our series for Sunday
School will be going over
the idea of rooting our
identity in Christ. Lessons
will cover discussions about
sin, grace, and adoption.

Students will understand
that their identity in Christ is
more than a label, rather it
influences every part of their
lives.

Alongside, our “Why?”
series for youth group will

cover some of the serious
why questions we ask as
Christians. Let’s just say
that some of my favorite
Scriptures will be covered
this month.

I cannot wait to see students
learn and interact with these
passages. | am praying that
students will be spooked by
how deep and vast the grace
of God is.

On another note, I hope you
enjoy these pictures from
our “Back to Genesis”

SUNDAYS,@4:00P.M.

FREE FOOD, FUN, AND FELLOWSHIP

LOCATION: FIRST UNITED METHODIST- a8
CHURCH (YOUTH ROOM B
2123 FOREST AVE, GREAT BEND, KS 67530
QUESTIONS? EMAIL: YOUTHeGBFUMC.ORG

presentations regarding their
creations. There was much

series. Students formed their Jaughter and creativity

own species and gave

woven into their projects.
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The Real Thing

YOUTH GROUP

Youth Group
includes those
in grades 7-12

Come and bring
a friend!

Brittani Converse,
Youth Director
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Larissa Graham,
Children’s Ministries

and

Vivian Harbaugh,
EYG Teacher

Larissa Graham,
Children’s Ministries

NOTE:
Rain Cancels Event
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EYG and Kids Klub Events/Activities

Children’s activities will
include a special Halloween
event and a Christmas
program practices this
month.

The Truck or Treat event
will be October 29", but
plans for the event are still
underway.

However, the  peaisis
congregation L e
is asked to . AT, ;

donate candy -
for the event.

Collection boxes will be at
church entrances.

The Christmas Program was
being selected at press time.

Once the program
is selected, the
children will begin
practice on the
songs and lines the
first week on October.

Ciildron's

Stay tuned for the program
name and other information.

skeksksk skokskesk skekeskesk skekoekok skekoeksk skekoekosk skekesksk skekskesk skekekesk siekekek

Wednesday Night Activities Focus On the Ten Commandments

EYG (youth in 3" grade to
6™ grade) are studying the
Ten Commandments and
how God wants us to follow
them. They work with
Vivian Harbaugh.

skeksk

Kids Klub is for children
age 3 years and up to 2™
Grade. They meet with
Larissa Graham and are
finishing up a science study
before starting the Ten

Commandments study.

Oct 5/Potato Battery: Kids
will learn that God can
empower them to do great
things in their lives!

Oct 12/The Ten
Commandments: We will
learn what the Ten
Commandments are and
why God gave them to us.

Oct 19: We will learn why
God wants to be first in our

lives.

Oct 26: Kids will talk about
things that could be idols
and why we shouldn’t
worship those things.

kskosk

Both groups meet
Wednesdays at 5:30 in the
Fellowship Hall to eat and
then go to their classrooms
from 6-7:00 p.m. for bible
study, class and activities.

Sunday School/Discovery Hour Focuses on Children’s Talents

Sunday School is during
Discovery Hour, 10 a.m.
Sundays. We are continuing
our lessons on our talents.

Oct 2: We will learn about
gifts of the spirit and how
people use them. (Pentecost)

Oct 9: God helps us

discover our gifts. Where do
we find our gifts and how do

we use them.

Oct 16: We will learn how
we use our gifts for the
Lord. Why do you have a

tolls in a toolbox if you
don’t want to use them. One
body and many parts of the
church.

Oct 23: Slimed: Selfish
Slime. How can we put
someone in our family first.

BLESSING OF THE PETS

Do you have a dog, cat, bird, to come have them receive a

goldfish, gerbil, bunny,
pony, guinea pig? Well, as
you know they are part of
God’s amazing creation.
And we would love for you

special blessing from Pastor
Tim and let them meet their
cousins in our First UMC
family. Please bring your
pets at 4 p.m. October 2™ on

the west lawn.

Favorite stuffed animals or
pictures of beloved pets will
also be blessed. So come
and bring a friend (human).
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1960 Clarion Shows a Different Side of First UMC

PIECE OF OUR HISTORY ' “The U-R Welcome Class g.%
. Party will be Monday,

The Clarion looked a lot l . December 19, at 6:30 p.m. -, i I K

ifferent in 1 t (@
different in 1960, came ou Members are asked to bring %1‘ Church’s

kl incl '
wee y,a nd included . 1 meat dish and 1 other niversary
Sunday’s Order of Worship . .

large dish and their own

and statistics. l ) Submit memories
l table service. Santa Claus
1

will present gifts to the &/or memorab'l'a
children.” of the history of

our church!

this December 11, 1960.
edition of the Clarion. It is a
tri-fold, 8x16-inch
newsletter printed with 7- or
8-point type (note: the
current Clarion is done in
12-point type). Methodist Youth Fellowship

Some of the statistics listed ~ Attendance was 53, Bible ~ Plans are on-going for the
on the back for the previous Study Class Attendance was 150th Anniversary

Note: We still have a U-R
Welcome Class that meets
during the Discovery Hour
on Sunday mornings.

Shirley Henning brought in ’

— Horold

koskosk

Sunday, included: 29. Celebration on June 25th,
Church School Attendance  One article featured the U-R }210123' 'Il;y(})lu W(iuéd h,ke to
was 717; Worship Welcome Class: elp with the celebration,

Attendance was 630 contact the church office.

Association of Churches “Fill the Soup Bowl”

Due to various reasons, Special Collection for BCAC Octob.er,'Barton County '
Barton County Association , Association of Churches is
£ Churches i t able t October 23rd. — Donation basket at Ki to "Fill the S

of Churches is not able to the back of the sanctuary asking you to "Fill the Soup
host our soup supper this fall Bowl". Your support is truly
in order to raise funds for the needy in our community appreciated!!! Thank
our charity work with groups with rent, utilities, shelter for you!!
as Emergency Aid and Food the homeless, and food, we N

. > ’ ancy Sundabhl,
Bank. still need to raise funds. Y

BCAC Secretary/

Thus, during the month of T
reasurer

In order to continue to serve

A NOTE OF

Thank You All for Your Compassion and Caring; Continued Prayers

Dear First UMC family, thank Pastor Tim for his visit continue my cancer
Linda and I would like to and frequent contacts. Also treatments of
THANK everyone for all the to everyone for the waves to immunotherapy.
prayers, cards, phone calls,  us during church services.

visits and food we have

. Thank You and God Bless,
received recently. We We would appreciate

continued prayers as I Zeamand, Bumselmerer
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NOW ONLINE

How many children
can we bless with the
Good News of Jesus
Christ by building
shoebox gifts online?
This goal page will
help us track our
progress: https://build-
a-shoebox.
samaritanspurse.org/
view/42962404-9516-
44d8-8578-
1d89239b0d08

i
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Silent Auction Coming October 30tk

Coming October 30" — Our you can donate to this fun

Annual Silent Auction for
Edibles to support the
Mission in Honduras!

We will once again combine
this event with our 10 a.m.
5™ Sunday Brunch Service.

Please start thinking of what

event.

Proceeds will help the less
fortunate in the Honduras
Mission area have access to
health care and education.
Past items have included
homemade rolls, pies,
cookies, soup, hot sauce,

breads, cakes, breakfast
rings, candy, and many other
goodies.

Plan to stock up for your
Holiday entertaining! More
details will be coming!

Questions? Contact Jann
Sherman 620-792-2627.

Operation Christmas Child

Shoeboxes Available To Pick Up and Pack

The shoeboxes are here,
ready for you to pack!

Children around the world
are hurting and afraid and in
need of the message that
God loves them. Operation
Christmas Child’s
shoeboxes are a powerful
tool to spread that message.
Every shoebox you pack
(full of fun toys, school
supplies, and hygiene items)
will reach a boy or girl with
the Love of Jesus through
these simple gifts.

You will find the shoeboxes
at the back of the sanctuary,
along with “boy” or “girl”

labels, and the list of gift
suggestions. Other ways to
help are by donating
supplies (drop-off boxes will
be in the church entry ways),
or giving a monetary
donation to buy supplies or
cover the $10 shipping. Any
help will not only bring joy
to children around the
world, but a blessing to you
also!

We will once again be
making jump ropes from t-
shirts to include in the boxes
on Wednesday, October 26"
at 5:30 p.m. So come join
the fun that evening!

Deadlines will be
November 6™ for unboxed
supplies, and November
13™ for filled boxes. Please
plan to participate in this fun
and important mission!

Thank you in advance for
you help! Questions: Jann
Sherman, 620-792-2627.

Volunteer to Help with Dream Center Meal

Our ministry preparing and
serving a Sunday night
community meal at the
Dream Center continues at 5

p.m. on Sunday October
16",

If you would like to help,
contact Judy Turner for

more details about how to
volunteer or what food
items you might prepare/
donate for this meal.

First UMC Team Helps City Clean Up

i Kaitlin Sill, Larissa Graham, KateAlbers,
Kyle Albers, Jack June, and Mary Ann
= June helped with 25 stops on the Great
Bend Fall City-Wide Clean Up.
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United Women of Faith

Several Members of the Church Honored

During UWF Sunday on
September 25", the
following people were
recognized for their
contribution to First UMC:

Corsage for Mission

¢ Linda Essmiller — for
the beautiful bulletin
boards she does in the
foyer outside the
church office

o |
——y |

e Brenda Friess, Rose

o James Frazier,
Andrea Bauer, Jack
June, Floyd Norlin,
and Amanda
Shepherd, the
REVIVE Worship
band members, for
their great musical

Special Recognition Pins

Karen Menzies and Janis
Link were presented
Special Recognition Pins
for their service to the
church and it’s mission.

Pastor Tim blessed our

leadership. Prayer Shawls. The UWF
. crochets or knits shawls
which are given to those in
A Gift Certificate was need of one. They had nine
— given to = to be blessed.
| Vivian | s
— 8 Harbaugh |
8! for all her The UWF also recognized
help with members who have passed
the jump away during the past year:
ropes for Opal Jones, Jane Bemis,

Luthi, and Rhonda
Penka — for the
wonderful altar scenes.

the Operation Christmas

| jump ropes were made

Elizabeth Evans, Marilyn

Child shoeboxes and for ~ Loss, Jean Starbuck,
the end-of-year gifts to the Lathelda (Dodo) White,
students of Noah’s Ark and Linda Fern Maser.
Preschool. More than 200 The UWF served sweet

breads and coffee during
Discovery Hour as part of
their special Sunday.

from t-shirts last year and
given to children.

Bible Study Focuses on Christmas Through Joseph’s Eyes

The United Women of
Faith, with LaVonne
Gerritzen moderating, will
begin a new bible study
October 25™. Anyone may
join the bible study group.

They will be using Adam
Hamilton’s “Faithful-
Christmas Through the
Eyes of Joseph” to study

Christmas from a different
point of view.

The bible study will be held
at on Tuesdays at 5:30

in Room 25. The meeting
dates are October 25,
November 1, 8 and 15.

From his beginnings as a
humble carpenter to his
role as the earthly father of
Jesus, Joseph’s role is often
overlooked. His courageous
actions were crucial to the
birth of Christ and God’s
salvation for humanity.

Please contact LaVonne or
the church office by
October 12" if you’d like
to be a part of this class as
books need to be ordered.

PAGE 7

United
Women
in Faith

<

Thank you to the
ladies who made the
sweet breads and
hosted the treats
table!

|58 'L ¥

P
B ccastn
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“Teacher, are you
sure I'm supposed to
be using my
fingers?”

Kaylee Bitter,
NAP Director

In 2021, World
Communion
Sunday
offerings
awarded 242
scholarships
and grants.

Article courtesy of the
UMCGiving website

Noah’s Ark Preschool will
hold their first Spirit Week
the first week of October.
Children will participate in a
pajama day, mismatch shoe
& sox day, crazy hair day,
and red & black day.

Conferences

Parent-Teacher Conferences
are set for October 14", one
of the three days NAP
doesn’t have school in
October. Classes will also be “
out on Monday, October 3",  Miss Kaylee reading a favorite book, left, children playing during
and Friday, October 22", recess, right, and below, having popsicles on a warm day — All part of

Children’s Sabbath aday in preschool.

The preschoolers will sing in
Church on Sunday, October
16™ (Children’s Sabbath).
They have been practicing
three songs and are very
excited about the
opportunity to perform. Halloween

the church know how
thankful we are that they
share their space and support
us,” according to Kaylee
Bitter, NAP director.

They will sing “He’s Got the Halloween parties will be refreshments.
Whole World in His Hands”, held on Monday, October
“Jesus Loves Me”, and 31", costumes discouraged.
“This Little Light of Mine.” The teachers have some fun The memory verse for this
activities planned and there = month is “Worship Him
will be theme-based Only.”

Memory Verse

“This is our way of letting

World Communion Sunday

A Special Offering will be
taken Sunday, October 2™,
to support World
Communion Sunday.

Holy Communion joins us in
Christian unity. This
sacrament invites us to focus
on the holiness of
communion with God and of the special offering for
one another. On World World Communion Sunday.
Communion Sunday - communion to recognize our

Your donations support

United Methodists, in unity in Jesus Christ, our . . .

. . ; . . racial and ethnic students in
conjunction with other Lord and Savior. This hievine their educational
denominations and believers universal and inclusive achieving their educationa
worldwide, participate in connection is the foundation g0als and transforming
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i October Birthdays 6 Eric Riggs 18 Jordyn Harbaugh
| ‘i‘? 1 Chuck Parmer 6 Jann Sherman 19 Rylee Mawhirter
ok BLESSINGS
==+ ON Y0UR 1 LaDonna Lytle 6 Bonny Boultinghouse 20 Angela Fanshier
==>BIRTHDAY Smith
2 Andrea Stalcup mi 21 Linda Bunselmeyer
2 Michael Davis 8 April Harbaugh 21 Kolbie Thexton
2 Karter Cory 9 Brian Buckbee 23 Aubrey Noonan
3 Rachel Thexton 9 Dorothy Hertel 26 Eleanor Fertig
5 Linda Jerke 10 Heather Smith 27 Gary Hinson
5 Julie Mitchell 10 Rachel Carpenter 28 Thomas Rein
. Morgan '
5 Casey Boultinghouse 30 Reta Schreiber
14 Todd Scheuerman
5 Duncan Anderson 30 Rebecca Peak
16 Ava Stalcup
5 Tom Harbaugh 30 Laken Cook
18 Chad Barton
6 Harriet Herzberg 31 Clare Anderson
gf}‘(/l’l’;gv(gf‘::lfﬁ”g October Anniversaries 22 Phillip & Margaret
May God bless you.
& 4 Marvin & Delora Baldwin 5 Blirth(iolrlrllew q
17 Carl & Carol Anderson > Derek & Ashley Vonada

WE REMEMBER THESE IN OUR PRAYERS:

The Family of Nadine Who Reside in Nursing (other facilities) Roberta
Erskin, (Mike Newkirk’s  Homes/Care Facilities or ~ Bartlett, Larned; Frances
mom). are home-bound: (River Pearson, Wichita; Myrla
All Those Who are Bend) Carol Thier: Keenan, Hoisington, and
Involved in Cancer (Brookdale) Eugene Chuck Parmer, Larned.
treatment and recovery: Hoelscher, Harriet

All Those Serving Our

Leonard Bunselmeyer, Herzberg, Eileen Ingersoll, Country in the Military:
Lisa Baum, Kathy Rogers, Mary Joiner, and Ivy A1 our men & women in the
Dana Cheney, Suzie Webster; (Aster armed forces including
Evans, Shannon King, Estates) Pat Stonebraker

. . Bryan Farthing.
Marla Davidson, All Those and Claire Stephenson;
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BACK TO
Church
BBO!

Ay &{ELLDWSHI_I: . F.DQD) F

Back to
Church

Back to Church Sunday
featured great food, great
people/families gathering,
and great fun. The after-
noon party included a lots
of food, bouncy
houses and snow
cones. Thanks to
everyone who
came, who brought
side dishes, and
who just enjoyed
the day!

REVIVE Worship is making
plans to move outside the
walls of the church on a
regular basis to worship with

who can stay and help with
service projects. We will
wrap up around 2 p.m.

. | = —:m,,.‘g.‘,v. | ik Sunday,pntnherS@ﬂam . X
and serve the community! Fuaglos ey sl Bring the KIDS! Larissa

. Community Service & Picnic Lunch to follow!

We’re kicking off this effort S will have activities for the

kids and they’ll be able to
help with clean-up projects

with WILD Worship at Brit

Spaugh Zoo on Sunday, Oct. Serve Others — We’ll help

the zoo with a few clean-up

ih
too.
o projects for all abilities. 0
Here’s the outline for the We’ll have most supplies, . _
morning: but feel free to bring a rake if We will have some supplies
you have one! on-site, but feel free to bring

Worship at 11 a.m. — sing,
pray, share communion Eat — a light picnic lunch
together. will be provided for those

arag, gloves, and general
lawn clean-up supplies.
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Contact the office to receive this newsletter by email or find it on the website, www.GBFUMC.org.

WEEKLY EVENTS @ FUMC!

SUNDAY

9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Discovery Hour
11:00 a.m. REVIVE

Virtual Worship Services:
e 9:00 a.m. on YouTube channel GBFUMC
e 11:00 a.m. on FaceBook/GBFirstUMC

Small groups that meet during the week are
CORE Community, Girl Scouts, NA, TOPS
and the Train Club.

Contact us:

Pastor, Tim Bever

tim@gbfumc.org

Youth Director, Brittani Converse
youth@gbfumc.org

Children’s Director, Larissa Graham
grahaml@bartonccc.edu

Treasurer, Sarah Schwartz
finance@gbfumc.org

Secretary, Rebecca Peak
secretary@gbfumc.org

Coordinator of Worship Arts, Marc Webster
kmsband@yahoo.com

Revive Worship Leader, James Frazier
revive@gbfumc.org

Noah’s Ark Preschool Director, Kaylee Bitter
NAPdirector@gbfumc.org

Custodian, Marc Webster
custodian@gbfumc.org



