C LA I ON C ONNE C TI ON
JULY 2022
GROW IN FAITH | SHARE IN WORSHIP | SERVE OTHERS
2123 Forest Ave.

Time With Tim

Great Bend, KS 67530
P: (620) 792-2148

Wow. It doesn’t seem possible that it has been a whole year since I got
to start serving here. The time has gone fast. Mostly because we have been
really active serving the Great Bend mission field this last year! Almost every
month since Marva and I got here there has been some activity where we have
reached out to the people around us, whether inside or outside the walls. I
guess it’s true that time flies when you’re having fun, because I’ve been
having a blast.

Rev. Tim Bever
(316) 841-1647

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00, 11:00 a.m.
Live-stream worship:
* 9 a.m. on YouTube
Channel GBFUMC
* 11 a.m. via
FaceBook
GBFirstUMC

We spent the first part of this past year working to build our ties as one
body. I think you have accomplished that well. We are a vital congregation
that worships well together, prayers well together, and plays well together.
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We have a few exciting things coming up that you’ll see elsewhere in
the newsletter. VBS happens the 11th through the 15th. We have an Ice cream
social on the 17th. And we have a fifth Sunday July 31st! So much fun
happening this month and August will be just as fun.
There are a whole lot of other things that have happened this year and I’m
going to talk about those July 3rd when my message is “The State of First
UMC.” We will celebrate the joy we have being together both in worship and
times of fellowship. And we will also look at some of the concerns I have with
our future.
I hope your summer schedule will allow you to be with us most if not all
the Sundays in July because, honestly, you are missed when you are not here.
Peace and grace,

CELEBRATIONS & 11
PRAYER CONCERNS
CALENDAR

As we have come together and become even more strong than we
were, we have also served Great Bend well. And I believe we will do even
better in this coming year. We are going to work on expanding the work of our
vision to Grow in Faith, Share in Worship, and Serve Others. I love how this
community of Christians is a family, and is becoming even more so. We are
focusing more on our kids and on others and learning to Love our Neighbors
in new ways.

12

Pastor Tim
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SHARE in Worship

JULY WORSHIP SERVICES
Please come worship with us at the service of your choice each Sunday:
Traditional at 9 a.m. and Revive at 11 a.m.
July 3

Freedom Sunday

July 10
July 17

Ice Cream Social @ 4 p.m.

July 24
July 31

5th Sunday

Hebrews 10:23-25a

The State of First UMC

Luke 10:25-37

Go and Do Likewise!

Mark 1:14-20

Something Different

1 Corinthians 12:12-20

Celebrate Diversity

Ephesians 4:1-16

Celebrate Unity

∗

On Fifth Sundays, like July 31st, we have one service — at 10 a.m.— combining Worship with Brunch.

∗

First UMC has communion on the first Sunday of the month for the Traditional Service and every Sunday
during the Revive Service.
If you can’t worship with us in person, the Traditional Service may be found on our YouTube channel,
GBFUMC, and the Revive service is available via FaceBook/GBFirstUMC.

∗

SEASON OF CHANGE BRINGS NEW LIFE TO FIRST UMC
It’s hard to believe that we
are already a month into
summer, time flies!

Brittani Converse,
Youth Director

that be?”

Well, we plan for fun and
relaxation! It’s important as
Hopefully by now
a ministry to flesh out your
everyone has begun to
planning ahead of time.
embrace the humid Kansas
Each month, semester, and
heat, if not, the struggle is
year brings about new
As a youth director it is
going to be real. But fear
activities and programming
essential that I both slay
not, because the summer
strategies. For example, in
and
play.
“Slay”
is
another
has numerous options for a
July, it’s going to be hot,
word for doing something
little refresh.
students will be thirsty, and
well.
fun must be had!
A refresh could look like
WOAH,
you’ve
learned
an ice-cold lemonade, a
If you know a student who
some cool hip words! Just
day at the pool, snow
is looking for some fun this
don’t say them around
cones, or a spontaneous
month, be sure to mention
middle schoolers, because
water balloon fight! The
that Youth Group is taking
they will let you know that
trick to surviving the
place July 27th at 6:00 p.m.
those
words
are
no
longer
Kansas heat is simply
I will be announcing more
cool anymore! I learned
finding ways to chill out.
details on Facebook as the
this the hard way!
“Chilling” is an old trendy
27th approaches.
Anyways,
summer
is
a
time
word used for hanging out
***
of mass planning for the
or going with the flow.
youth
program.
Now
you
Youth Group includes those
Chilling is the way most
might be asking, “you just
students spend their
in grades 7-12
said the summer was a time
summer!
for relaxation, so how can
Come and bring a friend!
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GROW in Faith — SHARING

For those of you on
Facebook, there is a new
group connected to our
page called “GBFirstUMC
Chances to Cheer”.
This is a place for parents
or grandparents to post
schedules of when their
children or grandchildren
are playing games or
participating in plays or
concerts, so that we can go
cheer them on! And this
isn't just limited to
children! If you are doing
something we can come

cheer about, please post
that too!
This all comes from our
being family. Not all of us
have grandkids in the area
to watch and we'd love to
support you and your
family. It's also related to
those Memorable
Milestones! We love
hearing about those
moments so much that we
want to get to experience
them too!
So feel free to ask questions
or post your schedules. I

know everyone is busy so I
hope this isn't a hassle. I
just know that Pastor Tim
LOVES to go cheer kids on
during the week!
(Weekends he mostly goes
to cheer on his and Marva's
grandkids in the Newton/
Wichita area) But he really
wants to cheer yours on
too!
Oh, one more thing. This is
a private hidden group so
the only way in is to be
invited. Contact Pastor Tim
if you want access.

Share Your Memorable Milestone Moments
As church families grow
and experience joys in their
lives, our First UMC
Family wants to be sure to
celebrate those Memorable
Milestones with those
grandchild takes their first
reaching them.
step, gets their first tooth,
Each week we will have a
says their first word, did
memorable milestone
moment in worship where great on a test or in a game.
Maybe they are older and
we will hear about
got their permit or license,
milestones people have
reached that week, and we went on a first date, or got
accepted into a college.
will celebrate them.
These can be anything
really. Your child or

Dear Church Family,
I want to thank you for the
cards, phone calls, visits
and food during my recent

And it’s not just for kids.
Birthdays, anniversaries,
marriages, births,

illness. It was greatly
appreciated.
I thank the Lord for my full
recovery.

promotions or new jobs,
reached level 50 in your
latest video game, got a
hole-in-one or shot your
best round.
Almost anything might be a
memorable milestone if it
is something out of the
ordinary that made you
smile.
So come to worship ready
to share those memorable
milestones and let us
shower you with the love
and congratulations you
deserve!

In His Name,

Reta Schreiber
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GROW in Faith — Children
Summer Fun Going on at Noah’s Ark
Noah’s Ark Preschool’s
summer session is a little
more relaxed than the school
year classes. In June, the
children learned to “paint”
with multi-colored fruity
cereal and by blowing
colored bubbles on a page.
NAP summer classes
continue on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
July 11-27.

Kaylee Bitter,
NAP Director,

Thank You
Perhaps you sent a lovely
card, or sat quietly in a chair.
Perhaps you sent a funeral
spray, if so we saw it there.
Perhaps you spoke the
kindest words, as any friend
could say; Perhaps you were
not there at all, just thought
of us that day. Whatever you
did to console our hearts, we
thank you so much whatever

the part.

members.

The Family of Ramona Tefft It was a beautiful day for my
mom’s (Ramona Tefft)
***
service, and it was wonderful
First United Methodist
that our family and friends,
Church,
who traveled from afar,
Thank you so much for the
could continue our visit at
use of your basement room the church.
and the lovely luncheon
With gratitude,
provided by church members
Maureen Henning and Family
and served so graciously by
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GROW in Faith — COMING EVENTS
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2022
Our Food Truck Party VBS
gets started July 11th and
runs through July 15th, from
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
each day.

at the church office, in the
sanctuary by the bulletins,
or on the GBFirstUMC
First Kids Facebook page
under files.

leaders to help travel with
the crews to the three
different stations.

Helpers are also needed to
serve snacks Monday and
Mission
Using Matthew 6:11; “Give
Tuesday from 10:15us this day our daily
11:45am. We are making
Our Food Truck Mission
easy snacks that we will
bread”, our children are
project is St. Francis
invited to pray as Jesus
hand out during recreations
Ministries (Kansas foster
teaches. These words serve care services) and items we time.
as a reminder that
will be collecting include:
Craft Items
everything we have comes Hygiene products for kids
Items needed for crafts
from God — and our daily such as toothbrushes,
include: (Peanut cans with
needs are met by God.
toothpaste, deodorant,
the plastic lids, the small
shampoo, combs, brushes, pringles cans, or frosting
Registration
soap, body wash. Could
containers) and pony
Registration may be done
also use pump soap and
beads.
online on the Great Bend
pillow cases.
KS VBS 2022 Food Truck
Contact Larissa Graham
Volunteers
Party Facebook site or
with questions or for more
paper copies are available We need two (2) more crew information.

150TH ANNIVERSARY

Share Your Memories and Memorabilia of FirstUMC
We’re turning 150!

have a picture and
Next June, Great Bend First newspaper clipping from
Bill Koelling.
UMC will turn 150 years
old with a big celebration. The newspaper clipping
During the next year, we’ll reads:

families
were
present.
The new
family has
the best
be sprucing up, digging
Dale-Rusco
wishes of
around and pulling out bits
Elmer Dale and Miss Ella the
of history and memories.
Beacon.
Rusco were married at
In the newsletters over the the home of the bride
next year, we’d like to
seven miles northeast of
feature your memories and this city on Wednesday, The couple was Bill’s
grandparents. Mr. A.B.
mementos of the church. So November 12, at 5:30
Hestwood (pictured) was
look into your memory and/ p.m., Rev. A. B.
the pastor at First UMC
or memorabilia and share! Hestwood officiating. A
from 1901-1905.
To start off this column, we few intimate friends of the

Food Truck
Party VBS
10-noon
July 11-15
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SERVE Others — MISSION
#LOVEYOURNEIGHBOR

Volunteers Give of Their Time to Help at Food Bank
Thank you to all the
volunteers who helped with
staffing the Food Bank
during the month of June.
First UMC provided workers
on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays.

Church
Without
Walls

Mission Project

Teams:
Red/Blue
Black/Gold
Purple

Workers were: Judy Turner,
Marilyn Batman, Andrea
Bauer, Phyllis Brack, Vivian
Harbaugh, Anna Faye
Hensley, Leroy Hensley,
Karen Garrett, Kelsey
Scheuerman, Rosie Luthi,
Dort Hertel, Jann Sherman,
Joline and Doug Fuhr help at the Barton County Food Bank
Nancy Gale, Doug Fuhr,
Joline Fuhr, Clark Mitchell, during our stafng assistance in June.
Larissa Graham, Kaitlin Sill,
Kathleen Kennedy, and
Kathy Riggs.
WINNING TEAM
The KU Team collected the
most food during the month.
Therefore, everyone is
invited to wear their favorite
RED and/or BLUE outfit on
Sunday, July 3rd.

Summer Snack Bags to Help Kids Over Holiday
With USD 428 school
lunches suspended from
July 1-4, our church put
together Summer Snack
Bags to be presented to the
children on June 30th,
during the school lunch

distribution.
The snack bags were being
assembled at press time.

chips, applesauce, popsicles,
and other items.

Volunteers wore their
#LOVEYOURNEIGHBOR
They contained donated
supplies that included fresh T-shirts and pictures will
fruit, peanut butter crackers, appear in the August
Clarion.
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SHARE in Worship
Thirty People Enjoy First UMC’s Father’s Day Meal
At 5:00 p.m. on Father's
Day, June 19th, First UMC
could be found celebrating
our Heavenly Father’s love
as well as that of our earthly
fathers at the Central Kansas
Dream Center’s Community
Meal.

donated by Charlene
Engelmann.

Lisa and Sydney James,
Janis Link, Elaine Felke,
Terry Turner and Judy
Turner assisted Stephen by
serving sides provided by
Shirley Henning, Susan
Thirty people enjoyed
Johnson, Janet Schremmer,
Stephen James’s pulled pork Stephanie Goerl, Kathy
Riggs, Elaine Felke and Pat
sandwiches with buns

Hinson.
Thanks to everyone who
helped provide this holiday
meal!
Our next Dream Center meal
will be on August 21st.
Please contact Judy Turner
if you are interested in
providing food or serving
the August meal.

We’re providing a
Community Meal
again on
August 21st
….
Come be a part of
this rewarding
ministry!

Finances Reported as True and Fair
As outlined in the UMC
book of Discipline, the
Finance Committee has
completed an annual audit
of the 2021 financial
records.

present a true & fair view of
the state of affairs, profit/
loss of the church & cash
flows for the year, and such
opinion is given after
performing reasonable audit
procedures.

competent and caring staff,
and dedicated finance
committee members.

Hebrews 13:16 And do not
forget to do good and to
share with others, for with
such sacrifices God is
It is our conclusion
Our church is blessed with a
pleased.
the Great Bend First United
generous congregation, a
Methodist Church financials

Come Join the Fun at Our Ice Cream Social
Join your First UMC family on
the South Lawn for ice cream,
yard games, and family fun!

provided. Feel free to bring a friend!
The Ice Cream Social is set for Sunday,
July 17th at 4 p.m.

Ice cream and toppings will be

Brighten a Shut-In at Our Connection Corner
Will you help brighten
someone'’s day? If you find
yourself with a few minutes
before or after worship, stop
by the Connection Corner in
the Parlor (back of the

sanctuary) and write a note
to one of our home-bound
members.
Names, addresses,
notecards, and envelopes

are provided. Include a
positive message or a
coloring page from a child.
The church office will take
care of the postage to mail
the cards.

Note from the
Finance
Committee
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GROW in Faith — MISSION
Bible study group makes shawls to share
with nursing home residents

The Cafe Chocolate Bible Study gals
made chocolate wraps — shown top left
— to be delivered to a nursing home!!!
The Café Chocolate study group will
meet July 6th and 20th at 6 p.m.

Handyman Ministry of First UMC

As each one has
received a gift,
minister it to one
another…
1 Peter 4:10

We are considering starting a
Handyman Ministry that will
seek to focus God’s love and
Christ’s compassion in a
tangible way, using spiritual
gifts, talents, and skills to
perform tasks for people
who are physically unable to
complete small projects
around their homes.

skill.
Think of this as more of a
fun way to get together and
do something for someone
than a chore.
Goals of this ministry will
be to:
∗
∗

Bring glory to God
Exercise our God-given
gifts
Build relationships and
offer blessings of
fellowship
Be a reflection of Christ

The homeowner will need to
provide all materials and
∗
those who sign up to be a
part of this ministry can
always choose to be a part of ∗
a particular task depending
Things that we have seen
on their availability and

needed in the community
are: adjust or repair safety
devices such as handrails,
door locks, etc.; building
ramps; storm clean up; small
plumbing repairs; small
painting tasks; utter
cleaning; small electrical
repairs; and limited yard
work.
If you are interested in being
a part of this ministry,
contact the church office and
we will get your name and
contact information for when
projects come up.
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GROW in Faith — THE CHURCH

Join the Fun,
Worship, and
Fellowship!!

5th Sunday
10 a.m. July 31st

5th Sunday Service Is the Place to Be!
Some say it’s the worship
service, some say it’s the
fellowship, and others say
it’s the food. And still others
say it’s a combination of all
three!
Whatever the reason, First
UMC’s 5th Sunday Worship

Services are special. There’s
yummy food, great chances
to meet and talk to others,
and a relaxed atmosphere for
worship.

plenty of other options!
Our next 5th Sunday is this
month — July 31st.

Planning and a theme are
still being decided, but
In May, the food centered
whatever is chosen, 10 a.m.
around breakfast burritos, but on Sunday, July 31st, this is
as you can see there were
the place to be!
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GROW in FAITH — SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarship Recipients Send Their Thanks

18

17

9 am Submission of
Newsletter Items
Deadline

9 am and 11 am –
Services in Sanctuary

10 am Worship &
Brunch in
Fellowship Hall

Service

31 Fifth Sunday

5 pm Dream Center Meal

6:30 pm NA

25

24

9 am on YouTube &
11 am on Facebook

6:30 pm Finance
Committee
6:30 pm NA

9 am on YouTube &
11 am on Facebook
4 pm Ice Cream Social

9 am and 11 am –
Services in Sanctuary

NAP Summer School
resumes
6:30 pm NA

11

6:30 pm NA

No Preschool

Church Office Closed

Independence Day

Mon
4

9 am on YouTube &
11 am on Facebook

9 am and 11 am –
Services in Sanctuary

10

9 am on YouTube &
11 am on Facebook

9 am and 11 am –
Services in Sanctuary

Blue Day

Sun
3 Wear Red/

13

6 pm Chocolate Café BS
6 pm Kids Club/EYG

No Preschool

Wed
6

14

5:30 pm Core Community
7 pm NA

Thu
7

5:30 pm TOPS

26

5:30 pm TOPS
6 pm Girl Scouts

19

5:30 pm TOPS

NAP Summer School Ends
6 pm Girl Scouts
6 pm Kids Klub/EYG
6 pm Youth Group
7:30 pm Praise Band

27

6 pm Chocolate Café BS
7:30 pm Praise Band

20

6 pm Girl Scouts
7:30 pm Praise Band

5:30 pm Core Community
7 pm NA

28

5:30 pm Core Community
7 pm NA

21

5:30 pm Core Community
7 pm NA

Food Truck Party Vacation Bible School — 10 am to Noon

12

5:30 pm TOPS
6 pm Girl Scouts
7 pm Train Club

No Preschool

Tue
5

Sat
2

29

22

15

30

23

16

__________ _________
8
9

Fri
1

First United Methodist Church — JULY 2022
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SHARE in Worship — CELEBRATIONS & PRAYER CONCERNS
18 Marva Bever

July Birthdays

18 Barbara Lear
1 Melanie Calcara

18 Jacob Fanshier

2 Joe Felke

18 Braydan Peak

5 Bruce Coons

18 Bonnie Sarff

6 Mason Bauer
6 Vaughn Goerl

Patricia Stonebraker is
turning 100 this year!
What a milestone!

6 Brice Kennedy

Frances Pearson
will be 100 plus 5
this year!

7 Owen Sager
8 Patricia Stonebraker
8 Danae Cory
9 Leonard Bunselmeyer Jr.
10 Alisha Mawhirter
10 Jace Deines

May both receive many
blessings on their special days!

19 John Schreiber
20 Don Young
23 Delora Baldwin
24 Frances Pearson
28 Jill Boultinghouse
29 Susan Young

11 Nancy Carroll

29 Bradley Grant

15 Brock McPherson

29 Sonja Yarmer

16 Dennis Sherman

30 Carl Anderson

July Anniversaries
18 Taylor & Kelly Calcara
19 Dan & Dorothy Hertel
19 Michael & Vivian Harbaugh

21 T.J. & Sue Roberts
25 Kelvin & Melody Johnston
26 Travis & Sheryl Peak
29 Todd & Kelsey Scheuerman

WE REMEMBER THESE IN OUR PRAYERS:
The Families of Loreta
“Reta” Brack, Pamela Sue
Starbuck-Patrick, and
Ramona Tefft

Davidson, Carol
Sauerwein

All Those Who Reside in
Nursing Homes/Care
Facilities or are homeAll Those Who are
bound: (River
Involved in Cancer
Bend) Carol Thier:
treatment and recovery:
(Brookdale)
Eugene
Leonard Bunselmeyer,
Lisa Baum, Kathy Rogers, Hoelscher, Eileen Ingersoll
and Ivy Webster; (Aster
Nadine Erskin, Dana
Estates) Pat Stonebraker
Cheney, Suzie Evans,
and
Claire Stephenson;
Shannon King, Marla

(other facilities) Jim
Sickbert, Wichita; Roberta
Bartlett, Larned; Frances
Pearson, Wichita; Myrla
Keenan, Hoisington, and
Chuck Parmer, Larned.
All Those Serving Our
Country in the Military:
All our men & women in the
armed forces including
Bryan Farthing

CLAION CONNECTION
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SERVE Others — MISSION
Fellow Man International

New Ruler/Excess of Rain Makes Holding Classes Difficult
More from Lisa Armstrong
on the situation in Honduras:

***

Despite this
crisis, FMI is
coordinating
with the
villages to
ensure
school
supplies
reach
everyone.

As mentioned last month,
several things have slowed
down the distribution of
school supplies this year.
Besides rain and muddy
roads (see the ruts in the
road at right), a new
President was sworn in.
Because she is from an
opposing party, she
immediately began to change
all the higher-level positions
within the Ministry of
Education.

***

She replaced them with
people who were aligned
with her party and fired
everyone who was affiliated
with the previous party.
More than 16,000
“temporary educators” hired
to fill in the gaps were left
without employment. These
“temporary educators”
include the ones teaching
classes in the undesirable
areas such as the small
mountain villages served by until they registered with the
the FMI Mission (the one we new administration.
support).
The teacher crisis has meant
that school had to be closed
Many new rules have been
created causing a huge mess. in some areas or only open
The FMI Mission vehicle sat once or twice a week.
idle for more than two weeks Despite this crisis, FMI is
while their attorney worked coordinating with the
on a new tax ID approval
villages to ensure school
from the new government.
supplies reach everyone.
They are providing health
They had to hire
transportation in the interim education classes to follow
up with the schools who
because FMI was not
have received school
allowed to renew their tags

The following
link shares
more
information
about the
Honduras
Mission.
supplies.
FMI had a request for help
from a very remote village
that had been made aware
that FMI was distributing
school supplies. FMI was
able to respond but had to
hand off the packages to
someone with a heavier 4x4
truck to navigate the very
poor road conditions. The
professor took a few pictures
(see the picture above of the
children with their packets).

http://
www.fellow
maninternatio
nal.org/
fmifb.html

First United Methodist Church
2123 Forest
Great Bend, KS 67530

P: (620) 792-2148

www.GBFUMC.org
FaceBook.com/GBFirstUMC
Contact the office to receive this newsletter by email or find it on the website, www.GBFUMC.org.

Contact us:
WEEKLY EVENTS @ FUMC!

SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Discovery Hour
11:00 a.m. REVIVE
Virtual Worship Services:
• 9:00 a.m. on YouTube channel GBFUMC
• 11:00 a.m. on FaceBook/GBFirstUMC

Pastor, Tim Bever
tim@gbfumc.org
Youth Director, Brittani Converse
youth@gbfumc.org
Children’s Director, Larissa Graham
grahaml@bartonccc.edu
Office Manager, Nicole Johnson
finance@gbfumc.org
Secretary, Rebecca Peak
secretary@gbfumc.org

Small groups that meet during the week are
CORE Community, Girl Scouts, NA, TOPS
and the Train Club.

Coordinator of Worship Arts, Marc Webster
kmsband@yahoo.com
Noah’s Ark Preschool Director, Kaylee Bitter
NAPdirector@gbfumc.org
Custodian, Marc Webster
custodian@gbfumc.org

